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EcfetESlAST^S IX. II. 

" 1 returned and faw Under the [tint that the 
race is not to thefwift, — nor the battle 
to the ftrongt — neither yet bread to the 
wife, fior yet riches to men of under- 
fiandingi nor yet favour to men of Jkill^ 
— but time and chance happeneth to than 
all. ' 

WHEN a man (rafts a look upon 
this melancholy defcription of 
the world* and fees contrary to all his 
gueffeS and expectations, what different 
fates attend the lives of men, — how ofc 
it happens in the world, that there is not 
even bread to the wife, nor riches to men 

of uoderftanding, &c. he is apt to 

conclude with a figh upon it, — — in the 
A -f words, 
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words,— tho* not in the fenfc of the wile 
man, — that time and chance happeneth 
to therp a!!.— That time and chance, — 
apt feafons and fit conjunctures have the 
greateft fway, in the turns and difpofals 
of mens fortunes. And that, as thefe 
lucky hits (as they are called) happen to 
be for, or againft a man, — they either 
open the way to his advancement againft 
all obftacles, — or block it up againft all 
helps and attempts. That as the text inti- 
mates, neither wiJdom % nor undtrftanding y 
nor Jkill (hall be able to furmount them. 

However widely we may differ in cur 
rcafonings upon this obfervation of So- 
lomon's, the authority of the obfervation 
is ftrong beyond doubt, and the evidence 
given of it in all ages fo alternately con- 
firmed by examples and complaints, ^3 

to 
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to leave the fad itfelf unqueftionablc — 
That things are carried on in this world, 
fometimes fd contrary to all our rcafon- 
ings, and the feeming probabilities of 
fuccefs, — that even the race is not to the 
fwift, nor the battle to the ftrong, — nay, 
what is ftrangcr ftill — not yet bread to 
rhe wife, who (hould laft (land in want of 
k, — nor yet riches to men of underftand- 
ing, who you would think beft qualified 
to acquire them, — nor yet favour to men 
of fkill, whofe merit and pretences bid 
the faireft for it, — but that there are fome 
fecret and unfeen workings in human 
affairs, which baffle all our endeavours,— 
and turn afide the courfe of things in 
fuch a manner, — that the mod likely 
caufes difappoint and fail of producing 
for us the efFeft which we wifhed and 
naturally expe&ed from them. 

You 
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You will fee a man* of whom was you 
to form a conjecture from the appear- 
ances of things in his favor, you 

would fay was fetting out in the world, 
with the faireft profpeft of making his 

fortune in it ; with all the advantages 

of birth to recommend him, — >— of 
perfonal merit to fpeak for him, — — 
and of friends to help and pijfli him for- 
wards : you will behold him, notwith- 
ftanding this, difappointed in every effedt 
you might naturally have looked for, 
from them ; every ftep he takes to- 
wards his advancement, fomething in- 
vifible fliall pull him back, fome un- 
forefeen obftacle lhall rife up perpetually' 

in his way, and keep there. In every 

application he makes, — lome untoward 

circumftance fliall blaft it. He 

fliall rife early>— — late cake reft.— 

and 
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and «qt tb^e bread of carefulnefe, — yet 
fpffia bapjpief m^n ihajl (till rife up, a,nd 
jver ftep in before kirn, and leave him 
ftcuggliflj (;q U>c end of hi* life, in the very 
fyrc p!&?4 y* which he firft beg^n it. 

The hiftory of a fecond, (hall in all 
tefyf£i;9 bp tb^e con t raft, to this. He 
fl^l cgmc inty the wptfd with the moft 
yj^roajifing appearance, — fhall let for- 
wajrd? without fortune, vykhoyt friends* 
-— without talents t^ procure hifli either 
% one or the other. Nevertheless, you 
^UJ fee this clouded prolpeft brighten up 
ipfcnfibly-, yn^countatdy before him* 
everything pteicoted in bis way, {ha! I turn 
out beywd hj* expectations,-— in lptfe of 
tbtf chajq of. unfiarmounMble difficulties* 
\[hich fij^b threatened hinh-r-titqe and. 
chance (h^i.qpeQ tpj$ a way*— * ferjtefi<>£ 

fuccefs- 
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fuccefsful occurrences (hall lead him by 
the hand to the fummit of honor and for- 
tune, and in a word, without giving hini 
the pains of thinking, or the credit of pro- 
je&ingit, fhall place him in afafepofiefficfri 
of all that ambition could wi(h for. 

The hiftories of the lives arid fortunes 
of men are full of inftances of this na- 
ture, — where favourable times and lucky 
accidents have done for them, what wif- 
dom or (kill could not : and there is fcarce 
any one who has lived long in the world, 
who upon looking backwards will not 
difcover fuch a mixture of thefe in the 
many fuccefsful turns which have hap- 
pened in his life, as to leave him very 
little reafon to difpute againft the fa&, 
and, I (hould hope, as little upon the 
conclufions to be drawn from it. 

Some* 
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Some, indeed, from a fupcrficial view 
pf this reprefentation of things, have 
fttheiftically inferred, -—- - that becaufe 
there was fo much of lottery in this 
life, ■ and merely cafualty feemed to 
have fuch a fliare in the difpofal of our 

affairs, thap the providence of God 

flood neuter arid unconcerned in their 
feveral workings, leaving them to the 
mercy of time and chance, to be fur- 
thered or difappointed as fuch blind 
agents direded. Whereas in truth the 
very oppofite conclufion follows. For 
pnfider, — if a fuperior intelligent 
power did not fometimes crofs and over- 
rule events in this world, then our 

policies and defigns in it, would always 
anfwer according to the wifdom and ftra- 
tagem in which they were laid, and 
fyery caufe, in the courfe of things,' 

would 
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would prbdtice its natural effect without 
variation. Now as this is not the cafe, 
it neceflarily follows from Solomon's 
reafoning, that, if the race is not to the 
fwift, if knowledge and learning do not 
always fecure men from want, — nor care 

and induftry always make men rich, ~ 

nor art and (kill infallibly make men high 
in the world; that there is fome other 
caufe which mingles itfelf in human af- 
fairs, and governs and tarns them as it 
pleales; which caufe can be no other 
than the Firft Caufe of all things, and the 
lecitt and over-riiling providence of that 
Almighty Gob, who though his dwelling 
is fo high, yet he humbleth himfclf to be- 
hold the things that arc done in earth, 
railing up the poor out of the dull, and 
lifting the beggar from the dunghil, and 
contrary to all hopes putting him with 

princes, 
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princes, even with the princes of his 
people ; which by the way, was the cafe 
of David, who friakes the acknowledge- 
ment!— And ho doubt— rone reafbn, why 
God has felefted to his 6wft difpofal, fo 
jnany inftances as this, where events have 
run couftter to all probabilities, ■ was 
to give testimony to his providence in 
governing the world, and to engage us 
to a confideration and dependence upon 
it, for the event and fuccefs of our un- 
dertakings *. For undoubtedly — as I 
faid, — it ftiould feem but fuitable to na- 
ture's law, that the race fhoula ever be 

to the fwift, and the battle to the 

flrong; — ■ — it is reafonable that the btft 
contrivances and means fhould have beft 
jliccelsi — — and fince it oftfen falls out 
pthprwife in the cafe of man, where the 

wifefl: 

t yid. Tillotfonfs ftrmon on this fubjeft. 
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wifefc proje&s are overthrown, and 

the moft hopeful means are blaftcd, and 
time and chance happens to all ; — y o? 
muft call in the Deity to gntye this knot; 
— - for though at fundry times — fundi? 
events fall out -r- which we, who look no 
farther than the events themfelves, call 
chance, becaufe they fall out quite con* 
trary both to our intentions and out 

hopes, though at the fame time, in 

refpeft of God's providence over-ruling 
in thefe events; it were profane to (all 
them chance, for they are pure defigiuht 
tion, and though invifible, are ftill the r$v 
gular difpenfetions of the fuperi Mending;* 
power pf that Almighty Being,from whom 
all the laws and powers of nature are de-.ij 
rived, who, as he h^s appointed, — fas l \ 
holds them as inftruments in his hands : /! 
and without invading the liberty and frea, 

2 
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vill of his creatures, can turn the pafliona 
irtd defires of their hearts to fulfil his 
jwn righteoufhete, and work fuch effeds 
in human affairs, which to us feem 
merely cafual, — — but to him, certain 
and determined, and what his infinite 
wifdom fees neceffary to be brought 
about for the government, and preferva- 
tion of the world, over which Provi- 
dence perpetually prefides. 

When the fons of Jacob had caft their 
brother Jofeph into the pit for his de- 
flxu&ion,— one would think, if cyer any 
incident which concerned the life of man 
deferved to be called chance, it was 
this. — That the company of Ifhmaelites 
(hould happen to pafs by, in that open 
country, at that very place, at that time 
too, when this barbarity was committed. 

Vol. II. B After 
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j&fier be was refcoed by fo favourable a 
contingency,— bis life and future fortune 
ftill depended upon a feries of contingen- 
cies equally improbable} for inftance, 
had the bufinefs of the Ifhmaelkes who 
brought him, carried them from Gilead, 
to any other part of the world befides 
Egypt, or when they arrived there, had 
they fold their bond-Qave to any other 
man but Potiphar, throughout the whole 

empire, or, after that difpofal, had 

the" unjuft accufations of his matter's 
wife call the youth into any other dus* 
gpooj than that where the king's pr* 
loners were kept, — or had it fallen oof 
at any other crifis, than when Pharaoh^ 
chief butler was caft there too,— had thi% t 
€>r any other of thefe events fallen o*g 
other wife than it did, — a feries of tny 
merited misfortunes had overwhelmed 

him, 
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1, — —and in corifequcence the whote 
d of Egypt and Canaan. From the 
t opening, to the conclufion of this 
g and interefting tranfa&ion, the Pro- 
cnc£ of God fuffered every thing to 
e its courle: the malice and cruelty of 
eph's brethren wrought their worft 
chief againft him ; baniftied him from 

country and the prote&ion of his 
ent. ~ The luft and bafcnefs of a dif- 
toihted woman funk him ftill deeper: 
-^loaded his character with an unjufl: 
roach, ■■■ and to compleat his ruin # 
uried him, friendlefs, to the mife- 

of an hopelefs prifon where he lay 
JtedleA Providence, though it did 
drofs thefe events, ^— yelt Providence 
t thtfm to the moft merciful ' ends, 
len the whole Drama was opened, 
i l the wi&om and contrivance of every 
£ 2 part 
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part of it was difplayed. Then it ap- 
peared, it was not they (as the patriarch 
inferred in confolation of his brethren,) 
it was not they who fold him, but God, — 
*twas he fent him thither before them,— 
his fuperintending power availed itfelf of 
their. paffions — dire&ed the operations of 
them, held the chain in his hand, and 
turned and wound it to his own purpofe. 
" Ye verily thought evil againft me, — 

but God meant it for good, ye hacl 

the guilt of a bad intention, — his Provi- 
dence the glory of accomplifhing a good 

one, by prefervingjwz apojlerity upk 

ibt earth* and bring to pafs as it is this 
day % tofavemucb people alive' 9 All his- 
tory is full of fuch teftimonies, which 
though they may convince thofe who 
look no deeper than the furface of things 
that time and chance happen to all, — 

yet 
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yet to thofe who look deeper, they ma- 
nifeft at the fame time, that there is 
a hand much bufier in human affairs 
than what we vainly calculate; which 
though the projectors of this world over- 
look, — — or at leafl: make no allowance 
for in the formation of their plans, they 
generally find in the execution of them. 
And though the fatal ill may urge, that 
every event in this life is brought about 
by the miniftry and chain ot natural 
caufes, — yet, in anfwer, — let him go one 

ftep higher and confider, whofe 

power it is that enables thele caufes to 
work, — whofe knowledge it is, that fore- 
fees what will be their effedls, whofe 

goodnefs it is, that is invifibly conducing 
them forwards to the beft and greatefl 
ends for the happinefs of his creatures. 

So that as a great reafoner juftly di- 
'* B 3 flinguifhes, 
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fifogwfhes, ;upoo this point, — " It ft t* 
only rehgioufly fpeaking, but with tP 
ftel&eft and moft pbilofophical truth 
tfcpreffion, that the fcripture tells us 
that Gftv cwmandetb the ravens, -r- tb* 
tbey are his directions which the wint 
4*d the fiat obey. If his fervant hid 
Kfrafelf by the brook, fuch an ordc 
Atffes and eflfedts (hall be laid, — th 
the fowls of the air (hall minifter to I 
fupport. — When this refource fails, ai 
his prophet is dire&ed to go to Zarephat 
"'* ■■ " ■ for that he has commanded a wide 
vtoofefrthete to fuftain him, — the fac 
ft&fid frhkh kads the prophet to the ga 
rfPtfe^ 'city j-— lhal 1 lead forth the diftrefi 
Widow to the fame place, to take hi 
dtofler her roof, ~ dnd-tho* upon the ii 
pulfe of a different occafion, fhall nev* 
thelefs be made to fulfil his promife ac 
intention of their mutual prefervation 

Thi 
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*Hu* much for the truth and iUufira- 
* of this great and fundamental doc- 
^e of a Providences the belief of which 
1 ot fuch confequence to us, as to be the 
m fupport and comfort of our lira. 

Juftly therefore might the Pfalmift 
>d this declaration, — that the Lord 
£ing — conclude, that the earth may 
glad therefore, yea the multitude of 
iiles may be glad thereof. 

day God grant the peifuafioo may 
ie us as virtuous, as it has reafon to 
se us joyful, and that it may bring 
b in us the fruits of good living to 
praiie and. glory, to whom be all 
jht, majefty and dominion, now and 
roermore. Amen. 

B4 SER* 
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Matthew ii. 17. 18. 

fben was fulfilled that which wasjpoken by 
Jeremy the prophet % faying* — — /* Rama 
was there a voice beard* lamentation, and 

. weepings and gnat mournings RacbaH 
weeping for her children, and would not 
be comforted becaufe they are not. 

THE words which St. Matthew 
cities here as fulfilled by the cruel- 
ty and ambition of Herod, are in the 

31ft chapter of Jeremiah the 15th veffe. 
In the foregoing chapter the prophet 
having declared God's intention of turn* 
ing the mourning of his people into joy, 
by the reftoration of the tribes which 

had 
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had been led ayvay captive into Babylon; 
he proceeds in the beginning of this 
chapter, which contains this prophecy, 
to give a more particular defcription 
of the great joy and feftivity of that pro- 
mifed day, when they were to return 
once more. to their own land, to enter 
upon their ancient poffeffions, and enjoy 
again all the privileges they had loft, 
andamongft others, and what was above 
them all,.— ——the favour and protc&ion 
of God, and the continuation of his 
mercies to them and their pofterity. 

To make therefore the impreffion of 
this change the ftronger upon their, minds 
— he gives a very pathetic reprefentation 
of the preceding forrow on that day when 
they were firft led away captive. 

Thus faith the Lord, A voice was heard 

in 
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iii Rama; lamentation and bitter weeping* 
Rachael weeping for her children, refufed 
to be comforted, becaufe they were not. 

To enter into the full fenfe and beauty 
of this defcription, it is to be remembered 
that the tomb of Rachael, Jacob's be- 
loved wife, as we read in the 35th of 
Genefis, was fituated near Rama, and be- 
twixt that place and Bethlehem. Upon 
which circumftance the prophet raifes 
one of the moft affe&ing fcenes, that 
could be conceived ; for as the tribes in 
their forrowful journey betwixt Rama and 
Bethlehem in their way to Babylon, were 
fuppofed to pafs by this monumental pil- 
lar of their anceftor Rachael, Jacob's wife, 
the prophet by a common liberty in rhe- 
toric, introduces her as rifing up out 
of her fepulchre, and as the common 
mother of two of their tribes, weeping 

for 
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fat her children, bewailing the fad 'to* 
taftrophe of her pofterity led away moo 
aftraiige land refiifing to be com- 
forted becaufe they were not, ■ ■■ loft 
ami cut off from their country, and in 
aM likelihood, never to be reftored back 
to her again. 

The Jewifli interpreters fay upon this, 
that the patriarch Jacob buried Rachael 
in Chit very place, forefeeinig by the 
fpitk rpf prophecy, that his pofterity 
fhouid that way be Jed captive, that fire 
might as they pafied* here intercede for 
thetti.-< — * 

>• But this faftcSful foperftru&ure upon 
the pafiage, feems tt>be lictte elfe thart la- 
ment dream ©f ferine of the Jewifli doc- 
toral end indeed had thty not dream* t k 
wheii-they did) 'tfigrtfttodds^ but fori* 
*■' 3 of 
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of theRoniifti dreamers would have \at 
upon k feeibre now; For a& it favours the 
cb&tineof interceffions — if there bad not 
been undeniable vouchers for the real in- 
renters of the roncek, one Ihould much 
(bootr have fought for it amongft the 
oral traditions of this church, than in the 
Talmud, where it is. — — 

But this by the bye. There is ftill 
another interpretation of the words here 
cited by St, Matthew* which altogether 
excludes this fcenical reprefeotation I 
hftte given of them, — 1~ By which ^tit- 
thought that the lamentation of Ra- 
ehael, here defcribed, has no immediate 
reference to Rachael, Jacob's wife,, but 
that & (Haply alludes to the forrows of 
her dependents, the diftreJBfed mothers 
of the. tribes pf Beiyarnin *nd Ephrahn* 
whft/ might afiCQmpany their children* 
■i '■ led 



3 a S E R M O N IX. 

led into captivity as far as Rama, in 
their way to Babylon, who wept and 
wailed upon this fad occafion, and as 
the prophet defcribes them in the perfon 
of Rachael, refufing to be comforted for 
the lofs of her children, looking upon 
their departure without hope or profpeft 
of ever beholding a return. 



Which ever of the two fenfes you 
give the words of the prophet, the appli* 
cation of them by the evangelift is equal- 
ly juft and faithful. For as the former 
fecne he relates, was tranfa&ed upon the 
very fame ftage, — in the fame diftrift 

of Bethlehem near Rama where lb 

many mothers of the fame tribe now fuf- 
fered this fecond mod affe&ing blow — — 
the words of Jeremiah, as the evan- 
gelift oblerves, were literally accomplifli- 
ed, and no doubt, in that horrid day, 

a voice 
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iroice was heard again in Rama, la- 
rotation and bitter weeping — Rachael 
eping for her children, and refufing 

be comforted ; every Bethlcmitifh 

tthtr involved in this calamity, behold- 

; it with hopelefs forrow gave vent 

it-— each one, bewailing her children, 
i lamenting the hardnefs of their lot, 
th the anguilh of an heart as incapable 
confolation, as they were of redrefs. 

onfter ! could no confideration of 

this tender forrow, ftay thy hands ? 
— Could no refle&ion upon fo much 
ter lamentation throughout the coafts 
Bethlehem, interpofe and plead in 
lalf of fo many wretched objefts, as 
s tragedy would make ? — Was there 
way open to ambition but that thou 
ft trample upon the affeftions of na- 
e ? Could no pity for the innocence 
VTol. II. C of 



S ER MON IX. 35 

clining him Co kindnefs, and the love 

id protection of his fpecies — this idea 

him would almoft fhake the credit 

ffuch accounts; fo that to clear 

ie;m — ——we are forced to take a fecond 

icw of man very different from this 

ivourable one, in which we infenfibly 
rprefent him to our imaginations — - that 
— we are obliged toconfiderhim— — 
ot as he was made — • but as he is — — 
creature by the violence and irregula- 
ty ofhispaflions capable of being per* 
srted from all thefe friendly and bene- 
oknt ptopenfities, and fometimes tour- 
ed intio exceffes fooppofite to them, as 
K render the mod unnatural and horrid 
rcbuhts of what he does but too proba- 
te, — The truth of this obfervation will 
r.txemplifyed in the cafe before us. For 
t$t t6 the fa:th and chara£er of the 
C 2 hiftorian 
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fiiftorian who reports fucb fads, — ■ — tl}$ 
plriicular chara&er of the perfon who 
committed. them is to be confidered^ 
a Voucher for their truth and credibility 
;' ■ -and if upon enquiry, it appear?, t^af 
die man a&ed but confident with him? 
Telf, — — and juft fo as you would hayj£ 
expe&ed from his principles, — the cre- 
dit of thehiftorian isreftored, — and ths 

-faft related ftands inconteftible, frojn to 

.... i. ■ ■ ■ '■ 

ftrong and concurring an evidence on its 
fide. ' ' „.J ; 

With this view, it may not be an unac* 
ceptable application of the remaining pajjt^ 
of a difcourfe upon this day, to give.ypu,, 
a &etch of the character of Herod, not a» 
drawn From fcripture, — — <- for mgene^al^. 
it~furnij(hes us with few materials for fuch 
descriptions : — the facrcd fcripture cuts 

off 
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off in few words the hiftofy of the un- 
godly, how great foever they were in the 

eyes of the world, and on the other 

hand dwells largely upon the* fmalleft 
actions of the righteous.— — We find all 
the clrcumftances of the lives of Abra-, 
ham, Ifaac, Jacob, and Jofeph, recorded 

in the minuted manner, The wicked 

feem only mentioned with regret ; juft . 
brought upon the ftage, on purpofe to be 
condemned. The ufe and advantage of m 
which conduct— is, I fuppofe, the reafon 
— — as in general it enlarges on no cha- 
rafter, but what is worthy of imitation. 
*Tis however undeniable, that the lives 
of bad men are not without life, — —and 
whenever fuch a one is drawn, not with 
a' corrupt view to be admired, — but on 
ptfrpofetobe detefted — it muft excite fuch 
atf horror againft vice, as will ftrike in-' 
~ C 3 diredly 
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had been led a^ay captive into Babylon ; 
\p£ proceeds in the beginning of this 
chapter, which contains this prophecy, 
to give a more particular defcription 
of the great joy and feftivity of that pro- 
ttiiied day, when they were to return 
once more to their own land, to enter 
upon their ancient poffeffions, and enjoy 
again all the privileges they had loft, 
and 1 amongft others, and what was above 
them all,.— —the favour and protcftion 
of God, and the continuation of his 
mercies 'to them and their pofterity. 

To make therefore the impreffion Qjf 
this change the ftronger upon their, minds 
— he gives- a very pathetic reprefentation 
of the preceding forrow on that day when 
they were firft led away captive. 

" Thus faith the Lord ? A voice was heard 

"in 
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great addrefs— -popular in his behaviour, 
—generous, prince-like in his entertain- 
Hdnts and expences, and in a word fet 
>ff witfi allfudh virtues and fhewy proper- 
lies- as bid high for the countenance and 
ipprdbation of the world. 

VitW'hitti in another light, he was an" 
imbitious, defigning man, — fufpicious* 
jf all the world, — rapacious, — impla- 
:able in his temper, without fehfe o( 
•fcligton; — or feeling of humanity.—** 
tf ow in all fuch complex chara&ers as 
this,— the way the world ufually judges,; 
is * — to fum up the good and the bad ' 
ag4foft each other. — deduct the lefler ^ 
of thefe articles from the greater, and 
(as we do in palling other accounts) give 
credit to the man for' what remains upon 
the ttrfllartce. Now, though this feems a 
C 4 fair* 
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fair, —yet I fear 'ris^ofteiV ft f^adous 
reckoning, — which thbpgklt tftuyfcrve 
in ftiany ordinary cafes of private life, 
yti will not held good in tfoe fiioiriio- 
tdrious inftanccs of mens lives^ djpe- 
cially when lb complicated with good 
and bad, as to exceed all common bounds 
and proportions. Not to be deceived in 
fuch cafes we muft work by a different 
rule, which though it may appear lets 

candid, -yet to make amends, I am 

perfuaded will bring us in general much 

nearer to the thing we want, which 

is trfith. The way to which is in all 

judgments of this kind, to diftinguifli 
and carry in your eye, the principal and 
ruling paffibn which leads the chara&er 
—and feparate that, from the other parts 
of it, *— — and then take notice, how far 
hfe Other -qualities, good and bad* are 

brought 
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brought to ftryeandfupport that. For 
wantof this diftin&ion, — we often think 
ourfelves inconfiftent creature*, when we 
arc the fartheft from it, and all the variety 
of fhapes and contradi&ory appearances 
we put on, are in truth but fo many diffe- 
rent attempts to gratify the fame govern- 
ing appetite.-rr- 

With this clew, let us endeavour to 
unravel this chara&er of Herod as here 
given. 

• The firft thing which ftrikes one in it 
is ambition, an immoderate third, as 

. well as jealoufy of power ; ho\y in- 

confiftent foever in other parts, his cha- 
racter appears invariable in this, and 
eyery a&ion of his life was true, to it. — 
From hence we n?ay venture to conclude, 

that 
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that this was bis ruling paflion, — and 
that ' mofl, if not all the other wheel* 
were put in motion by this firft fpring. 
Now let us confider how far this was the 
cafe in fad. 

To begin with the worft part of him, 
— I faid he was a man of no fenfe of 
religion, or at lead no other fenfe of it, 
but that which fervid his turn — — for 
he i$ recorded to have built teipples in 
Judea, and ere&ed images in them for 
idolatrous worfliip — not from a per- 
fuafion of doing right, for he was bred a 
Jew, and confequently taught to abhor 
all idolatry, — but he was in truth fa- 
crificing all this time to a greater idol 
ot his own, his ruling paffion-, for if we 
may truft Jofephus, his fole view in fo 
grofc a compliance was to ingratiate him- 

felf 
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felf with A.uguftus and. the great mra 
of Rome, from whom he held his power* 
■ \yith this- hp was- greedy and ra- 

pacious — - how could he be otberwiiq 
with fo devouring an appetite as am- 
bition to provide for ? — He was jea- 
lous, in hi? nature, apd fufpicious of all 
the .world.— Shew me ap ambitious mar* 
that. is. not;, fp 5 for a$.fuch a. man's hand f 
like IfhmapJ's, is againft every man, ho 
concludes that.ciYery man's.hand incourfo 
is againft his. 

Few men were ever guilty of more 
^ftOpilhing . ads of cruelty — and yet 
the. particular instances. of them in He-, 
rod were fuch as he, was hurried into, 
by the alarms this waking pa(T\on per- 
petually gave, him- He put the whole 
Sanhedrim to the. fword — fparing nei- 
ther 
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thcr age, or wifdom, or merit— — one 
cpaiiot fuppoie* fiftiply frbtn an inclina- 
tion, to. cruelty^*--— no — >~they had op- 
pqfed the cftablifhment of his power at 
Jerufalem, ■ , 

His own fons, two hopeful youths, he 
cut off by a. public exeaition/-*~*-The 
worft men have natural afFe&ion-— — -and 
fuch a ftroke as this would run fo con- 
trary to the natural workings of it, that 
you are forced to fuppofe the impulfe of 
fome more violent inclination to over- 
rule and conquer it. ■ And fo it was, 
for the Jewilh hiftorian tells us, 'twas 
jealoufy of power, — his darling objeft — 
of which he feared they would one day or 
other difpoffefa him— — -fufficient induce- 
ment to tranfpprt a man of fuch a temper 
into, the bloodied excefles, 
.-."■.:- Thus 
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Thus far this one fatal and extra^a- 
gan paflion, accounts for the dark fide dp 
Herod's chara&er. This governing^rin- 

ciple being firft laid open all his other 

bad a&ions follow in courfe, like fo many 
fymptomatic complaints from the fame 
diftemper. 

Let us fee, if this was not the cafe even 
of his virtues coo. 

At firft fight it feems a myftery — how 
a man fo black as Herod has been thus 

far defcribed fliould be able to fup- 

port himfelf, in the favour and friendfhip 
of fo wife and penetrating a body of men, 
as the Roman fenate, of whom he hteld 
his power. To counter- bal lance the 
weight of fo bad and detefted a chara&er 
-—and be able to bear it up as Herod did, 

one 
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ore wobld think he muft Have been ma- 
tter of fome great fccret wdrth enqui- 
ring sifter — h£ was fo. But that fecret 
Was no other than what appears on this 

rfivtffe of his chara&'er. He was a 

perfon of great adSrefs — popular in his 
outward behaviour. ■ He was gene- 
rous, prince-like in his entertainments 
arid eipences. The world was then as 
corrupt at leaft, as now— and Herod un- 
derftood it — knew at what price it was 
to be bought — and What qualities would 
bid the higheft for its good word and ap- 
probation. 

And in truth, he judged this matter 
fo well' — — that notwithftahding the 
gerieral odiUm and prfepofleffion which 
arofe againfl: fo hateful a chatadter — in 
ipite of all the ill impcelfiofis, from fa 

man/ 
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ly repeated complaint* of his cruel- 

and oppreffions- he yet Hemmed 

torrent ■ ■ and by the fpecious dif- 
f of thefe popular virtues bore bun- 
' up againft it all his life. So that at 
5th, when he was fummoned to Rome 

mfwer for his crimes Jofephw 

s us ■ that by the mere magnifi- 

ce of his expences and the ap- 

€Rt generofity of his behaviour, he en- 

ly confuted the whole charge and 

ingratiated himfelf with the Roman 
ite — and won the heart of Auguftus 
he had that of Anthony before) that 
ever after had his favour and ktndnefs* 
tch 1 cannot mention without adding—- 
c. is an eternal ftain upon the charac- 
and memory of Auguftus* that he 
i his countenance and protection to fc> 
I a map, for fo mean and bafe a confl- 
ation*. 

¥tox» 
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From this point of view, if wc took 
back upon Herod — his beft qualities will 
ftirink into little room, and how glitter- 
ing foever in appearance, when brought 
to this s ballance, are found wanting. And 
in truth, if we would not willingly be de- 
ceived in the value of any virtue or.fet 

of virtues in fo complex a chara&er 

we muft call them to this very account; 
examine whom they ferve, what pafliop 
and what principle they have for their 
matter. When this is underftood, the 
whole clew is unravelled at once, and 
the character of Herod, as complicated 

as it is given us in hiftory *- when 

thus analyfcd, is fummed up in three 
words — —That he was a man of unbound- 
ed ambit ion, wboftuck at nothing to gratify 

it j -* fo that not only his vices were 

imnifterial to his ruling paffion, but his 

virtue* 
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es too (if they deferve the nairie) 
drawn in, and lifted into the fame 

:e. 

lius much for the chara&er of He- 
— the critical riview of which has 
t obvious ufes, to which I ftiay 
you, having time but to mention 
particular one which firft ted me 
this examination, namely* that all 
fbions againft the Evangelift*s ac- 
t of this day's daughter of the Beth- 
tilh infants ; — from the incredibility. 
d horrid an account — are filenced 
Kis account of the man; fince in this, 
idled but like himfclt and juft £> 
ou would expect in the feme cir- 
ftances, from every man of fo am- 
>us a head— and lb bad * heart.—* 
fider, what hayock ambition has 
r 0L. 'Hi D made 
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made — how often the fame trag 
been aftcd upon larger theatres — whcrtl 
not only the innocence of childhood^! 
or the grey hairs of the aged, havO 
found no protection — but whole cot*' 
tries without diftin&ion have been pal 
to the fword, or what is as cruel, hxn 
been driven forth to nakednefs and fa- 
mine, to make way for new ones under 
the guidance of this paffion. . For a 
ipecimen of this, refled upon the ftory 
related by Plutarch : when by order 
of the Roman fenate, feventy populous 
cities were unawares facked and deftroy- 
ed at one prefixed hour, by P. iEmiliu9 
— by whom one hundred and fifty thou- 
fand unhappy people were driven in one 
day into captivity— to be fold to the high- 
eft bidder to lend their days in cruel labor 
and anguifh. As aftonifhing as the ac- 
count 
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Sunt before us is, it vaniflies into no- 
ting from fuch views, fince it is plain 
rom all hiftory, that there is no wicked- 
lels too great for fo unbounded a caufe, 
nd that the mod horrid accounts in hi- 
ory are, as I faid above, but too pro- 
able efie&s of it* — 

May God of his mercy defend man* 
nd from future experiments of this 
nd— and grant we may make a proper 
e of them, for the fake of Jefus Chrift. 
nen. 
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Job xiv. i, 3. 

&4dn that is born of a woman, is of few 
days, and full of trouble: — He cometb 
forth like a flower ', and is cut down\ be 
fleetb alfo as ajbadow, and continuetb not. 

THERE is fomething in this re- 
flexion of holy Job's, upon the 
fhortnefs of life, and inftability of human 
affairs, fo beautiful and truly fublime ; 
that one might challenge the writings of 
the moft celebrated orators of antiquity, 
to produce a fpecimen of eloquence, fo 
noble and thoroughly affe&ing. Whe- 
ther this effedt be owing in fome mea- 
fure, to the pathetic nature of the fubjedfc 
reflected on$— or to the eaftern manner 
D 4 of 
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of exprdfion, in a ftite mot* exalred and 
fuitable to fo great a fubjeft, or (which 
is the more likely account,) becaufe they 
are properly the words of that Being, 
who firft infpircd man with language, 
and taught his .mouth to utter, *hio open- 
ed the lips of the dumb, and made the 
tongue of the infant eloquent; — to which 
of thefe we are to refer the beauty and 
fablimity of this, as well as that of mitn- 
berlefs other paffages in holy writ, may 
not feera now materia) ; bat forely with- 
out ttoife helps, never ttm ^as better 
qualified to make juft and noble re- 
flexions upon the fhoftnefc of life, aod 
inftahility of human aflairs, thah Jiob 
was, who had himfelf waded through 
fuch a lea of troubles, and in his pafiage 
had encountered many viciflkudes of 
ftorms and fnn-fhinc, and by turns had 

felt 
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-&k both, the *Ktre*nes, of all the hap^ 
pineft, and alt the wretchcdnels that 
mortal man is heir to. 

■; The beginning of his days was crown-? 
ti with every thing that ambition could 
wtfh'for ; — he was the greatefl of all the 

men of the Eaft-, had large and unr 

bounded podefiions, and no doubt en- 
joyed all the comforts and advantages 
of life, which they could adminifter. — ■ 
Perhaps you will fay, a wife *n an might 
not be inclined to give aiullloofe,to this 
kind of happinefs, without fome better fe- 
cturity for th$ fuppori ef it, than the mere 
poffeflron offuch goods of fortune* which 
often flip from under us, and fometimes 
unaccountably make tfremfclves wings, 
and fly away.— But he had that fecurity 
too,-r-fbr the han4 of Providence which 
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This bar to his happbris God bad 
likewife taken away, in bleSisg his: wki 
a numerous offspring of ions and daugh- 
ters, the apparent inheritors cf all his 
prefent happinefs. — Pleating rcSrcdss! 
to think the bleffings God has ir^J^td 
one's felf in, fhall be handed asd con- 
tinued down to a man's own iczd ; boar 
little does this differ from a fecord en- 
joyment of them, to an affectionate pa- 
rent, who naturally looks forward with 
as ftrong an intereft upon his children, 
as if he was to live over again i& his 
own posterity ! 

What could be wanting to fiai.lj fuch 

a pidure of a happy man ? Surely 

nothing, except a virtuons difpofition 
to give a relifli to tbefe bleCir.gs, and 
direct him to make a proper vie of 

tli?m. 
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them. — He had that too, for he w» 
a perfect and upright man, one that fear- 
.cd God, and cfchcwcd evil. 

Inthcmidftofallthisprofperity, which 
was as great as could well fall to the 
fliare of one manj— whilft all the world 
looked gay, and fouled upon him, and 
.every thing round him fcemed to pro- 
mife, if poflible, an increafe of hapja- 
nefs, in one inftant alt is changed into 
forrow and utter defpair. 

It pleafed God for wife purpofes to 
blaft the fprtunes of his houfe, and cut 
off the hopes of his pofterity, and in 6he 
mournful day, to bring this great pfirice 
from his palace down to the d'urighit 
Jtiis flocks and herds, in which confifted 
&fce abundance of bis wealth, were pact 

loa&med 
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fumed by a fire from heaven, "thb 
lainder taken away by the fword of 
enemy : his ions and daughters, whom 
; natural to imagine fo good a man 
1 fo brought up in a fenfe of their 
ty 9 as to give him all reafonable hopes 
much joy and pleafure in their future 
es j — — natural profpedt for a parent 
look forwards at, to recompenfe him 

the many cares and anxieties which 
sir infancy had coft him ! thefe dear 
idges of his future happinefs were all, 

{hatched from him at one blow, juft 

the time that one might imagine 
:y were beginning to be the comfert 
d delight of his old age, which moft 
U^ed fuch ftaves to le^n on j — and as 
cumftances add. to an evil, fo they 
£#> this ; • for it fell but not only 

a very calamitous accident, which 4 

was^ 
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was grievous enough in itfelf, but lik£ 
wife upon the back of his other jnif* 
fortunes, when he was ill prepared to bear 
fuch a (hock -, and what would (till add 
to it, it happened at an hour when he 
had leaft reafon to expefit it* when he 
would naturally think his children fecure 
and out of the way of danger, " For 
" whilft they were feafting and making 
" merry in their eldeft brother's houfe, a 
" great wind out of the wildernefs fmote 
<c the four corners of the houfe, and it fell 
" upon them." 

Such a concurrence of misfortunes are 
not the common lot of many : and yet 
there arc inftances of fomc who have 
undergone as fevere trials, and bravely 
ftruggled under them j perhaps by natu- 
ral force of fpirits, the advantages of 

health, 
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^alth, and the cordial afliftance of a 
iend. And with thcfe helps, what may 
}t a man fultain ? — But this was not 
)b*scafe ;for fcarcehad thefe evils fallen 
xwi him, when he was not only borne 
>wn with a grievous diftemper which 
[lifted him from the crown of his head 
the fole of his foot, but likewife his 
ree friends, in whofe.kind confolations 
s might have found a medicine, — even 
e wife of his bofom, whofe duty it 
as with a gentle hand to have foftened 
1 his forrows, inftead of doing this, 
ey cruelly inlulted and became the 
proachers of his integrity. O God ! 
hat is tnan when thou thus bruifeft 
m, and make ft his burden heavier as 
5 ftrength grows lefs ? — Who, that 
id found himfelf thus an example of 
ie many changes and chances of this 

mortal 



64 SERMON t 
mortal life;*— when* he confidered hifii**^ 
felf new fhipped and left deftitute<rfi^ 
many valuable bleffings> which the mo-^ 
nient before thy Providence had poured 
upon his head ; — when be refle&ed upon 
this gay deli&htfome ftrudure, in appear- 
ance fo ftrongly built, fo pleafingly fur- 
rounded with every thing that could flat- 
ter his hopes and wifhes^ and behold it all 
levelled with the ground in one moment, 
and the whole profpe£fc vanifla with it like 
the defcription cf an enchantment* —* 
who I fay that had feen and felt the {hock 
pf.fo fudden a revolution, would not 
have been furhifhed with juft and beau* 
tiful reflexions upon the occafion, apd 
faid with Job in the words of the text, 
" That man that is born of a woman, is 
u of few days, and full of mifery^stat 
41 he cometh forth like a flower, «d is cat 

down) 
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tv, he fleet h alfo as a (hadow* and 
inueth not, 

he words of the text are an epitome 
ie natural and moral vanity of man* 
:ontain two diftinft declarations con- 
ng his date and condition in each 

a. 

rft, That he is a creature of few days* 
econdly, That thofe days are full of 
)le. 

hall make fome reflexions upon each 
efe in their ordef , and conclude with 
.dical leflbn from the whole. 

nd firft, That he is of few day* The 
)arifon which Job makes ufe of, 
: man comcth forth like a flower, U 
dl. II. E extremely 
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extremely beautiful, and more to the pur* 
pofe than the moft.elabqrate proof, which 
in truth the fubjedt will not eafily admit 
of 5 — the Ihortnefii of life being a point 
fb generally complained of in all ?gp 
fince the flood, and fo univerfally ftk 
and acknowledged by the whole fpeces, 
as to require no evidence beyond a fimL- 
litude; the intent pf which is not fo 
ttiuqh tp proye the faft r as to illuftratt 
and place it in fuch a light as to flxike usy 
and bring the impreffion home to our*' 
felves in a more affe&ing manner. 

Man comes forth, fays Job, like * 

flower, and is cut down; he is ftnt ' 

into the world the faireft and noWeft 

part of God's works, -fafhioned after 

the image of his Creator with refpeft » 
reafqn and the great faculties of. the 

.nind^ 
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; he cometh forth glorious As the 
• of the field ; as it furpaflfcs the 
ible world iri beauty, fo does he the 
1 world in the glory and excellencies 

nature. 

e one — if no untimely accident 
fs it, foon arrives at the full period 
perfe&ion, — is fuffered to triumph 
few moments, and is plucked up 
: roots in the very pride and gayefl: 
of its being: — or if it happens to 
j the hands of violence, in a few 
it necefiarily fickens of itfelf and 
way. 

n likewife, though his progrefs is 
', and his duration fomethlng long- 
C the periods of his growth and de- 
an are nearly the fame both ih the 
» and manner of them. 

E 2 If 
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If be efcapes the dangers which threaten 
his. tenderer years, he is foon got into 
the full .maturity and ftrength of life-, 
,and if he is fo fortunate as not to be 
hurried out of it then by accidents, 
by 'his own folly and intemperance ■ 
if he efcapes thefe, . he naturally de- 
cays of himfelf^ — - — a period come 
fad upon him, beyond which he was 
not made to laft, — >— Like a flower 
or fruit which may be plucked up by 
force before the time of their maturity, 
yet cannot be made to outgrow the pe- 
riod when they are to fade and drop 
of themfelves; when that comes, the hand 
of nature then plucks them both off, apd 
no art of the botanift can uphold the 
one, or ikill of the phyfician prefers 
the other, beyond the perieds to which 
their original frames and conftitutions 
were made tp extend. As God has ap- 
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roubled bub, too* but hadvpaffo&onib 
uicklyv they had left no footftejSr be- 
ind, by which he could be^nabitrd to 
race them back. •»** Melancholy account 
ixhc life of man ! which generally Titos 
►n ki fuck a manner asicarce uralkrw 
hue 03 make rcfleftions whiclvuray it has 

. How many of our firft yaar&ilide by 
irithc innocent fports of childhood, ih 
which we are not able to make rcfteftiom 
ipoa them?— how many more, thought- 
iefs years eicape us -rnj&urfymitby when 
wtt^ire unwilling to 'do ivajKl arfcfc 
pager in the purfuit of pleifurfcas-to havfe 
do time to fpare, to ftop and cohfider 
them? ■:-.-•.- .u • 

*•* When graver and riper years come 
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on> and we begin to th«ikif^inwto«- 
. form and fet up for men of fcnfe and 
condud, then the bqfinefs and perplex- 
ing interefts of this worlds apd the end- 
Jefs plotting and contriving how to make 
, .the moft of it, do fo wholly employ us, 
that we are too bufy to make reflections 
upon fo unprofitable a fubjedt — ~> As 
families and children increaie, fo do our 
affedtions, and with them are multiplied 
our cares and toils for their prefervatiori 
and eflablilhment-, — all which take up 
pur thoi^lus fo clofely, and poffefs them 
fo long, that we are often overtaken. by 
grey hair? before we fee them, or hate 
found. Jejfure to confider how far^we 
were gpt,-rrwhat we have been doings 
and for what purpofe.God fent usigfto 
the world. As man may juftly be .fiid 
to be Qf few days confidered with refpeft 

W 
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pointed and determined the feveral 
growths and decays of the vegetable race, 
(6 hfc/cems as evidently to have prefcrib- 
ed the fame laws to man, as well as all 
living creatures, in the firft rudiments of 
which there are contained the fpecifick 
powers of their growth, duration and cx- 
tindtion j and when the evolutions of thofe 
animal powers are exhaufted and run 
down^ the creature expires and dies of 
itfelf, as ripe fruit falls from the tree, or 
a flower pfeferved beyond its bloom drops 
and perifhes upon the ftalk, 

' Thus much for this comparifon of 
Job's, which though it is very poetical, 
yet conveys a juft idea of the thing re- 
ferred to. — — c< That he fleeth alfo as a 
(haclow, and continueth not " — is no left 
a faithful and fine reprefentation of 
E 3 the 
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the ftkortnf fs and vanity of human Kft 
of wbkbtone cannot give a better' ixpla 
nationy than by referring to the original 
from ^whence the pi&ure ^was taken.**-**' 
With how quick a fucccflion, do dajs 
*nonths and years pafs over our beads ?*-* 
how truly like a fhadow thste departed 
do they flee away infenfibly, and fearp 

leave an impreflion with us J whci 

we endeavour to call them back by re« 
fle&ioa, and confider in what manne 
they have .gone, how unable are the bed 
of us to give a tolerable account? ~*. am 
were it not for fome of the more remark 
able ftages whfch have difttnguifhed ; 
few' periods of this rapid progrefs ■ •» ■■■« 
we fhoutd look back upon it all as Neba 
chadnezzar did upon his dream whcr 

he awoke in the morning; — he was 

fenfibfe many things had paffed, ant 

troubled 
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fob's tomparifon, like a blooming flower 
Vnit and fhrivelled up with a malignant 

alaft. In this ftage of life chances 

multiply upon us, — — the feeds of difor- 
ters are fown by intemperance or ne- 
gle6t>— -^-infe&ious diftempers are more 
»fily tontra&ed, when contra&ed they 
»ge with greater violence, and the fuc- 
:eft in many cafes is more doubtful, 
tnfomuch that they who have exercifed 
rhcmfelvtes in computations of this kind 
«11 us, " That one half of the whole 
jpecics which are borb into the world, 
yy but of it again, and are all dead in fo 
hort a fpace as the firft feventeen years.'* 

.) 

Thefe refle&ions may Be. fufficient to 

Iluftrate thefirft part of Job's declara- 

Jon, " That man is of few days" Let u< 

.'r*. examine 
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examine the truth of the other, and fee, 
whether he is notlikewife/«//*f /mWir. 

And here we muft not take our account 
from the flattering outfide of things, 
which are generally fet off with a glitter- 
ing appearance enough, efpecially in what 
is called, higher life. — Nor can we fafe- 
ly truft the evidence of fome of the more 
merry and thoughtlefs amongft us, who 
are fo fet upon the enjoyment of life a$ 
feldom to refleft upon the troubles of 
it ; — or who, perhaps, becaufe they are 
not yet come to this portion of their in- 
heritance, imagine it is not their com- 
mon lot* Nor laftly, are we to form 

an idea of it, from the delufive ftorics 
of a few of the moft profperous paflen- 
gers, who have fortunately failed through 

and 



d this hafty ^focceffion of things, l whteh 
>on carries him into the dedHtie of His 
ife, fo may he likewife bef/faid to flee 
ike a fhadow and continue hot, when 
lis duration is compared with bther pkrts 
>f .<3od*s works, and even the'WHcsbf 
lis own hands, which outlatt him mariy 
generations ; — whilft his— as Homer ob- 
erv*s, like leaves, one generation drops, 
ind another fprings up to fall again arid 
x forgotten, 

" But wherv we farther confidpr his days 
n 1 the light in which we bught chiefly 
:o view them, as they appear in thfy 
fight, O God ! With whom a thoufand 
pears are but as yefterday; when we re- 
9<ffc that this hand-breadth "of life is all 
that is meafured out to man from that 
pftlrnity for which he is created, how 

ddcs 



74 SERMON I 
does his (hort fpan vanifh to nothing in 
the comparifon ? 'Tis tree* the gresttft 
portion of time will do the fame when 
compared with what is to come; tad 
therefore faJhort and tranGtory a one, as 
thrcefcore years and tea, beyond which 
all is declared to be labour and fonow, 
may* the eafier be allowed £ and yet how 
uncertain are we of tt*at portion, fhort 
as it is ? Do not ten thou&nd accidems 
break off the flender thread of human 
life, long before it can be drawn-out to 
that extent ? — The new-born babe falli 
down an eafy prey, and moulders back 
again into dud, like a tender bbffoot 

put forth in an untimely hour. The 

hopeful youth in the very pride and 
beauty of life is cut off, fomg cruel dif- 
aempcr or unthought of accident lay* 
iim proftrate upon the earth, to purfuc 

Job's 
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and efcaped the rougher toils and dijf- 
trefles. But we are to take our account 
from a clofe furvey of human life, and 
the real face of things, ftript of every 
thing that can palliate or gild it over. 
We muft hear the general complaint of 
all ages, and read the hiftories of man- 
kind. If we look into them, and exa- 
mine them to the bottom, what do they 
contain but the hiftory of fad and un- 
comfortable paflages, which a good-na- 
tured man cannot read but with oppref- 
fion of fpirits.T — Confider the dreadful 
fucceffion of wars in one part or other 
of the earth, perpetuated from one centu- 
ry to another with fo little intermifllon, 
that mankind have fcarce had time to 
breathe from them, fince ambition firft 
came into the world •, confider the hor- 
rid effedts of them in all thofe barbarous 

devafta- 
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devaluations we read of, where whole 
nations have been put to the fword, or 
have been driven out to nakednefi and 
famine to make room for new comers. 
— Confider how great a part of our fpc- 
cies in all ages down to this, have been 
trod under the feet of cruel and capri- 
cious tyrants, who would neither hear 
their cries, nor pity their diftreffes. — 
Confider flavery, — what it is, — how 
bitter a draught, and how many millions 
have been made to drink of it ; — which 
if it can poifon all earthly happinefs when 
exercifed barely upon our bodies, what 
muft it be, when it comprehends both 
the flavery of body and mind ? — — To 
conceive this, look into the hiftory of the 
Romifh church and her tyrants, (or rather 
executioners) who feem to have taken 
pleafure in the pangs and convulfiops of 

their 
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iheir ftllowxreatures. — — Examine the 
inquifkion, -hear the melancholy notes 
ibunded in every cell. — ?~ Confider the 
anguifh of mock trials, and the exquWke 
tortures confequent thereupon, mcrcilcfsly 
inflicted upon the unfortunate,, where the 
racked and weary foul has fo often wiftied 
to take its leave, — but cruelly not fuffcr- 
cd to depart.— Confider how many of 
thefe helpleft wretches have been haled 
from thence in all periods of. this tyran- 
nic ufurpation,. to undergo the mafiacrea 
«pd flames to which a falfe and a bloody 
religion has condemned them. 

If this fad hiftory and detail of the 
more public caufes of the mifeiies of 
man are not fufficient, Jet us behold 
him in another light with refpeft to the 
more private caufes of thenv and fee 

whether 

4 
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whether he is not full of trouble Jikewife 
there, and almoft born to it as naturally , 
as the fparks fly upwards. If we consi- 
der man as a creature full of wants and 
neceflities (whether real or imaginary) 
which he is not able to fupply of him- 
felf, what a train of difappointments, 
vexations and dependencies are to be 
feen, ifluing from thence to perplex and 
make his being uneafy?— — How many 
juftlings and hard druggies do we under- , 
go, in making our way in the world?-* 
How barbaroufly held back? — —How 
often and bafcly overthrown, in aiming 
only at getting bread ? — How many of. 
us never attain it — at lead not comfort- 
ably, — but from various unknown caufe 
—eat it all our lives long in bitternefci .. 

If we fhifc the fcene, and look up- 
wards, 
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*tb, towards thole whofe fituatioft in 
efeems'to place them above the forrows 
this kind, yet where are they exempt 
MB, others ? Do not all ranks and con- 
ions of men meet with fad accidents 
i numberlefs calamities in other refpeils, 
ich often make them go heavily all 
ir lives long. 

How many fall into chronical infirmi- 
i, which render both their days and 
jh» rcftlefs and infuppor table? — How 
my of the highfeft rank are tore up with 
ibition, orfoured with difappoin tmen ts, 
3 how many more from a thoufand fe- 
:C * caufes of dilquiet pine away in 
#ce, and owe their deaths to forrow 

i dejeftion of heart? If we caft 

r eyes upon the lowed clafs and con- 

:Von of life, the fcene is more me- 

Vot. II, F lancholy 
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lanchely ftill. — *— Millions of t*ur fellovr 
creatures, born to no inheritance but po- 
verty and trouble* forced by the heceffity 
of their lots to drudgery and pain&l em- 
ployments^ and hard fct with that too,,to 
get jenough to keep thcmfelvcs and fami- 
lies alive. So that upon the whole, 

when we have examined the true ftate and 

condition of human life, and have made 

Jfome Allowances foe a few fugacious* di> 

ceitful plcafure^ there is fcatae anything 

to be found which fcontradi&s JobVd* 

•ioipuonofit. --— * Which evet way* 

lookabroad, weierfcm+legiblechai*- 

, ten of what God firft denounced agaiflft 

us, u That in focrow we tho*l<i*ttri)|r 

i : bread* till we return to the ground iio» 

J ?rheiiC8*wc:were-iakfin. ,> »^.'r.,-. . : -„, ,$ 

■:v :••- : ..s -\. ■ ■■■:■■■■. nr.rft* 

'. • N. B. Moft of tbefr rcfie&ons vpoa &&& 
{titttf life ait takes ftom Woollafton. 
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But feme one will fay, Why. are w^ 
hps -to be put out of love with isgmaa 
Jfof To what porpoie la it taxxpoic 
ihe* dark fides pf it to us t on enlarge 
upon the infirmities which are* natural, 
and toftfcqucndy 1 out q£ our power to;re- 
dfceft* 

I;i*I- aofwer, that the fubjeft ir nero> 
cHeWs of great importance, iktfe it is 
giecefikry *vety creature thouk) wider- 
ftand. J*ts prrfent ft^te and owdiftw, 
m *fwt him in mind of behaving #Mt* 
•«faif to it.^**f-^-J>oes pot a& ia»paB&J 
ffatftgy of m» :"M».ii . the boldiog^tiy^ 
igtafr^to- flww him bis ^fdftt iartd ejjftr 
oiofll infirmities, naturally teAtt &<*&£ 
his pride and efoith him witk humility, 
it^rbich is a drefs that bed becomes a fhort- 
Jived and a wretched cregtii/e ? ■ ■■ ■ 
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Docs not the confidcration of the (hot 
neb of our life, convince us of the w 
dom of dedicating fo fmall a portion 
the great purpofes of eternity. 

Laftly, When we refleft that this i 
of life, fliort as it is, is chequered \ 
fo -many troubles, that there is nod 
in this world fprings up, or can be 
joyed without a mixture of forrow, 
infenfibfy does it incline us to turn 
eyes and affedions from fo gloom 
profpeft, and fix them upon that hap 
country, where afflictions cannot fo! 
t)s* and where God will wipe away 
tears from ofFour-feces for ever and ^ 
Amen. 
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J A ME* I. 2€. 

4f any man among youfeem to be religious^ 
and bridletb not bis tongue 9 but deceived 
ins own beart m that man's religion is vain. 

OF the many duties owing both to 
God and our neighbour, there are 
fcarce any men are fo bad, as not to acquit 
.themfelves of foms, and few fo good, I 
fear, as to pradHfe all. 

Every man feems willing enough to 
compound the matter, and adopt fo 
much of the fyftem, as will lead in- 
terfere with his principal and ruling 
paflion, and for thofe parts, which would 
F 4 *> 
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. .pccaGoa a more ,trouW$fome op 
( to.confider them as hard faying*, 
fo leave them far tbofe to pu&ife, i 
. natural tempers are better Anted i 
.ftruggle. So that a man (hall t 
yetupus, opprcflive, revengeful, n 
a lover of truth, or common honed) 
yet at the fame time, (hall be ver 
. gjoug, and fo fan&ified, as not 01 
fail of paying his morning, and ev 
facrifice to God. So on the other 
a man (hall live without God ii 
world, have neither any great fenfe 
Jigion, or indeed pretend to have an; 
yet be of niceft honor, confcient 
juflt and fair in all his dealings, 
dhere it is that men generally betray i 
felve?, deceiving, as the apoftle fays, 
own hearts j of which the in ft ana 
fp, various, in one degree or 

thrc 
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^ftrbughoifthtitean life, that one might 
* fafely fay, thi bulk of mankind live in 
fach a contradi&iort to themfelves, that 
there is no chgra&er fo hard to be met 
with as one, which upon a critical exami- 
nation will appear altogether uniform, 
"and in every point conGftent with itfelf. 

If fuch a contrail: was only obfervable 
. in the different ftages of a man's life, 
it would ceafe to be either a matter 
of wonder, or of juft reproach. Age f 
experience, and much refle&ion, may 
'naturally enough be fuppofed to alter 
H man's fenfe of things, and fo entirely to 
transform him, that not only in outward 
appearances, but in the very caft and 
turn of his mind, he may be as unlike 
and different from the man he was 
twenty or thirty years ago, as he ever 

was 
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was from apy jtfciflg o£ hit pw i|) 
This, Iiay, isiutuqtUj t^bcaccc 
for, and in feme cafes might be | 
worthy too; but the obfcrvatiop 
be made of men ia the. feme pei 
thpir lives, that in the fame day, 
times in the very fame aQion 
are utterly inconfiftent and irrec 
•able with themfelves>~Look at a 
one light and he {ball. Teem wi 
netrating, difcieet, W& brave : 
him in another point of view, ^ 
fee a creature all over folly and i 
tion, weak and . timorous, as ay 
and indifcretion cao mate him. 
(hall appear gentle, courteous i 
nevolenc to all mankind; folio 
into his own houfe, may be you i 
srant, morofe and favage to all, 
iwtppinefs depends upon his Jtindr 
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*)ri iii his geheVal bchavioifr i* found 

t( J be gewrrbuii difinterefted, humane, 

*M friendly, **— - hear but the fad ftory 

°f the fnendleft orphans, too creduloufly 

tftiftirig air tKeir little fubftance into 

*>is hands, arid he fhall appear more 

**>rdid, irtore pitilefs and unjuft, than 

*3ie injured themfelves have bitternefs to 

Jfcirit him. Another fhall be charitable 

to the poor, uncharitable in his cenfures 

5ind opinions of all the reft of the world 

befides; temperate in his appetites, 

intemperate in his- tofrgue 5 (hall have 
tod toiuch conference and religion to cheat 
the man who trufts him, and perhaps as 
far as the bufinefs of debtor and creditor 
extends, fhall be juft and fcrupulous 
to the uttermoft mite; yet in matters 
of full as great concern, where he i? 
fo have the handling of the parties r$* 

pUtatiQB 
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putation and good name, — the & 
the tendercft property the man hi 
will do him irreparable damage, ai 
him there without meafure or pity 

And this feems to be that pat 
piece of inconfiftency and contra 
which the text is levelled at, in 
the words feem fo pointed, as if St. 
had known more flagrant inftar 
this kind of delufion than wh 
fallen under the obfervation of an] 
reft of the apoftles; he being in 
markably vehement and copiou 
that fubjedt than any other. 

Doubtlefs fome of his conver 
been notorioufly wicked and lice 
in this remorfelefs pradtice of defa 
*hd cvjl-fpeakng. Perhaps th( 
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»t though fpbtlefs as an angel ? (fpr nfl 
after is too facred for calumny to 
ken,) had grievoufly fufFered him- 
and as his blefied mafter foretold 
had been cruelly reviled, ajid evil 
n of. 

11 his labours in the gofpel, his 
fefted and perpetual follicitude for 
prefervation of his flock, his watch- 
and fadings, his poverty, his na- 
fimplicity and innocence of life, all 
aps were not enough to defend him 
1 this unruly weapoij, fo full of 
ly poifon. And what in all lilcely- 
l might move his forrow and in* 
ation more, fome who ieemed the 
: devout and zealous of all his. con- 
i, were the mod mercilefs and un- 
itable.ift.that re()?e&.- Having a 

form 
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forrn^f godlinefr, full,irf«hrtttri«n 
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; With fuph jt ia tb/>fe& cypriflulMiitfM 
ife Jftfgply in the tbird>^»ja»rj«ri» e$» — 
:• -ftle * and there is fomethipg 9» '<Jbii'4ri — 
vacity tempered with f«eh fjFedtift&ifUgcM 
(CPtKero, .a* Avell fuited the^ chw«a»«r 
$faa inspired mat. , My brecbroo, ifi$^ 
t^Q,apoftJe,.thefe thing* ftugbknofetfete, 
•~ — Tto)WijHfl^tha^i&i«rtt^llrtpl!fci^ 
fHjre* peaceable, gently full [of, mcecy,. 
«tfh©« : paruality, withe** fetH&Sfifr- 
&h$ wifdany &oro iajbove, nTr-r* that Jgft- 
*qolp Jeligio%' vhi^i I hasey.pjsafchel 
t&yDu»iapwt, ai&e,^pjnGJtefcK*b. 
idclf in all jw partn Wi»i$s<$rH«i«£- 
&»r, 'e* uowe^y kind. »od teettalwc 
i^.aii,c^ i aek4 t <:i«um.ft»JHqi,, J te feft 
jg1a4.~«i$9gs» were pci*Qe 3 ¥f>oo <«<*», 
an good 
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od will ttWUrds- metf*. ib^cfekfi <$r~ 
r ftonc, its moft diftinguiflJMig idkk- 
ier is love, that kind principle which 
night it down, in the > pure tteercifc' 
which cortfifts the ohirf fcnjoyment 
heaven fw»ri*»herice it? came. But ihis 
iQkty my bw&reny cometh riot- from 
We, but It ir eanhly, ; fenflialy'cteVJliQi,, 
I o£ «Jnfiifio* and every -«Vll <#oric* 
ifteft the&f# -ttomeflii ■Jc«i' i ».fo»B- 
H'lend fbrth-fal'the ftiWe'pkc*,: tweet 
lC«r and bitter Can, Che Sg q-ec»Mny 
fArtn, bear olive be*r4d/«Jthe***i«!r 
jk r*lLav yoi#ti#»dS'UpWy*ur*heaVtt* 
d4etyoor oonfcieiMedr IjSWfc^ Ougnt 
(^MHEufiB joftpfinc+pitfWWch rgftraft* 
tffTOto croehjyandWoBg'lhdfteeifti 
OatJy tt> WRhholdyoW^Wn Wnaaothef ? 
> Should not charity a6d^6oa%i«Kke 
I peincipfe tf 4tfe?<C»culi^i&i<wigo 
lr the- 
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the fmalleft veffels in every mtmbct^, 
ought it not to operate as regularly uptt J 
you, throughout, as well upon your worii. 
as upon your adions? 

If a man is wife and endued with 
knowledge* let him (hew it, out of. 
a good converfation, with roeekneb o( 
wifdom. But ■ if any man among! 
you fcemeth to be religious— — feemetli 

to be, : for truly religious he cannot : 

be, and bridieth not his tongue, but 

deceiveth his own heart, this man's re- 
ligion is vain. This is the full 

force of St. James's reafoning, upas 
which I have dwelt the more, it beiflg 
the foundation, upon which is grounded 
this clear decifion of the matter left us ii) 
the text. In which the apoftle feems to 
have let the two character of a faint and 

a flan- 
4 
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a flanderer at fuch variance, that one 
w oiiId have thought they could never 
tave had a heart to have met together 
again. But there are no alliances too 

ftrange for this world. How many 

may wc obferve every day, even of 
the gentler fefc, as well as our own, who 
without conviction of doing much wrongs 
n the midft of a full career of calumny, 
mid defamation, rife up pun&uai at the 
tated hour of prayer, leave the cruel 
toiy half untold till they return, — go,—* 
ind kneel down before the throne of 
leaven, thank - God that he had not 
made them like others, and that his Ho* 
ly Spirit had enabled them to perform 
the duties of the day, in fo chriftian and 
cofrfeicntious a manner ? 
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This delufive itch for flander, toa 
common in all ranks of people, whether 
to gratify a little ungenerous refentment; 
— — whether oftener out of a principle 
of levelling, from a narrownefs and po* 
verty of foul, ever impatient of merit 
and fuperiority in others; whether a mean 
ambition or the infatiate luft of being 
witty, (a. talent in which ill-nature and 
malice are no ingredients,) or kfUy, 
.whether from a natural cruelty of dif- 
pofition, abftra&ed from all views and 
confiderations of fclf : to which one, or 
whether to all jointly we are indebted 
for this contagious malady; thus much 
is certain, from whatever feeds it iprings, 
the growth and progrefs of it are as 
deftru&ive to, as they are unbecoming 
a civilized people. To pafs a hard and 
ill-natured reflexion, upon an undefign- 
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r 3f*ga&ion; to invent, or which is equally 
\Jtad, to propagate a vexatious report, 
Vx ^without colour and grounds; to plunder 
: .,«o innocent man of his chara&er and 
good name, a jewel which perhaps he 
. has ftarved himfclf to purchafe, and pro- 
bably would hazard his life to fecure.i 
to rob him at the fame time of his hap- 
pinefs and peace of mind; perhaps his 
bread, — — the bread may be of a vir- 
tuous family; and all this, as Solomon 
s lays of the madman, who cafteth fire- 
brands, arrows and death, and faith, Am 
, I not in fport? all this out of wanton- 
., nefs, and oftener from worfe motives, 
the whole appears fuch a complication of 
badnefs, as requires no words or warmth 
of fancy to aggravate. Pride, treachery, 
envy, hypocrify, malice, cruelty, and 
fclf-love, may have been faid in one 
G 2 fbapc 
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fhape or other, to have occafipoed alithf 
frauds and mifchiefs that ever happened 
in the world; but the chances, agaioft 
a coincidence of them all in one perfoft 
are fa many, that one would have fup- 
pofed the character of a common flan* 
dereras rare and difficult a prod ud ion 
in nature, as that of a great genius, 
which feldpm happens above once, ifr 
an age. 

But whatever was the cafe» who* 
St* James wrote his epiftle, we havp 
been very fuccefsful in later days, and 
have found out the art, by a proper 
management of light and fhade* to com- 
pound ^llthefe vices together, fo. as.jg: 
give body and ftrength to the whole*, 
whilft no one but a difcerning artift j$ 
able to difcover the labours that join in 

finifliirig 
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finifhing the pidture. — And indeed, like 
many other bad originals in the world, 
— it Hands in need of all the difguife it 
has. — For who could be enamoured of a 
chara&er, made up of fo loathfome a 
compound, — could they behold it naked, 
— in its crooked and deformed fhape,— * 
with all its natural and detefted infirmi- 
ties laid open to public view ? 

And therefore, it were to be wilhed, 
that one could do in this malignant cafe 
of the mind, — what is generally done 
for the public good, in the more malig- 
nant and epidemical cafes of the body, 
—that is, — when they are found in- 
fectious, — to write a hiftory of the di- 
fiemper, — and afcertain all the fymp- 
toms of the malady, fo that every one 
might know, whom he might venture 
G 3 to 
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to go near, with tolerable fafcty to hio- 
felf. — But alas ! the fy mptoms of this ap 
pear in lb many ftrange, and contradic- 
tory lhapes, and vary fo wonderfully with 
the temper and habit of the patient, lb* 
they are not to be dafied, — or reducrf 
to any one regular fyftem. 

Tenthoufand are the vehicles, inwhkk 
this deadly poifon is prepared and com- 
municated to the world, — and by fomc 
artful hands, 'tis done by fo fijbtle and 
nice an infufion, that it is not to be taftcd 
or difcovercd, but by its effe&s. 

How frequently is the honefty and ifl* 
tegrity of a man difpofed of, by a fmile 
or a fhrug ? — How many good and ge- 
nerous a&ions, have been funk into ob- 
livion, by a diftruftful look, — or ftampt 

with 



SERMON XI. ioj 

th the imputation of proceeding from 
d motives, by axnyfterious and feafon- 
je whifpcr? 

Look into companies of thofe whole 
mtle natures fliould difarm them, 
e fliall find no better account—— 
tow large a portion of chaftity is fent 

at of the world by diftant hints, 

added away, and cruelly winked into 
ifpicion, by the envy of thofe, who are 
ifled all temptation of it themfelves. *•- 
[qw often does the reputation of a help- 
fs creature bleed by a report— which 
le party, who is at the pains to prbpa- 
ite it, beholds with much pity and fel- 
w-feeling, — that (he is heartily forry for 
,— hopes in God it is not true; — - how- 
'er, as Archbilhop Tillotfon wittily ob- 
rves upon it, is refolved in the mean 
G 4 time, 
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time to give the report her pais, that i 
leaft it may have fair play to take iu 
tune in the world, — to be believed or «d 
according to, the charity of thofe, in» 
whofe hands it {hall happen to fall. 

So fruitful is this vice in variety of*] 
pedients, to fatfate as well as diigacfe it- 
felf. But if thefe fmoother weapons cat I 
fofore, — what (hall we fay of open aid | 
unblufhing fcandal — fubje&ed to no cap- 
tion, — tied down to no reftraintsM 
the one, like an arrow fhot in the dark, 
does nevertheless fo much fecret mifebief, 
—this, like the peftilence, which ragctk 
at noon day, fweeps all before it, level' 
ling without diftindtion the good and 
the bad j a thoufand fail befide it, and 
ten thoufand on its right hand, — thc5 
fall, — f rent and torn in this tendc 

par 
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^Mttt of them,' fo -unmercifully butchered, 
►as fometimes never to recover either the 
: *w>unds,~or the anguifh of heart, — 
-which they haveoccafioned— 

But there is nothing fo bad which will 
not admit of lbmething to be faid in its 
defence.. 

And here it may be afked, — Whether 
the inconveniencies and ill effefts which 
the world feels, — from the licentioufnefs 
<*f this pradkice — • are not fufficiently 
counterbalanced .by the real influence it 
Itts upon mens lives and condud? — That 
if there was no evil-lpeaking in the 
irorld, thoufands would be encouraged 
to do ill, — and would rufh into many 
indecorums, like a horie into the battle, 

•~-wcre 
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—were they fure to cfcape the tongue 
men. 

That if we take a general view of 
world, -r— we (hall find that a great 
of virtue, — at lead of the outward 
pcarancc of it, -—it not fo much f 
any fixed principle, as the terror of \ 
the world will fay, — and the liberf 
will take upon the occafions we 1 
giv^ 

That if we ddcend to partial 
lumbers are every day taking more p 
to be well fpoken of, —than what wc 
a&ually enable them to live (b as to 
fervek, 

That there are many of both k 
mbo can fuppqrt life well enough, w 
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out honour or cjiaftity, — - who with- 
out reputation, (which is but the opinion 
^which the world has of the matter,) 
-would hide their heads in fhame, and 
fink down in utter defpajr of happioefi. 
—No doubt the tongue is a weapon, 
which does chaftife many indecorum^ 
which the laws of men will not reach, 
—and keeps many, in awe,— whom con- 
tinence will not, — and where the cafe it 
indilputably flagrant, — the fpeaking of it 
*in fuch words as it deferves, — fcarce 
comes within the prohibition. — In many 
cafes, 'tis hard to exprefs ourfelves fo as 
to fix a diftin&ion betwixt oppofite cha- 
racters, and fomctimes it may be as 

much a debt we owe to virtue, and as 
great a piece of juftice to expofe a vicious 
character, and paint it in its proper c<y 

Jours, as it is to fpeak well of the 

deferving, 
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deferving, and defcribe his particular Vtt* 

tues« -And, indeed, when weinflift 

this punifliment upon the bad, merely 
put of principle, and without indulgence* 
to any private paffion of Qur own*— *4Jfe 
a cafe which happens fo feJdom, that one 
might venture to except k. ' • " ■ . : f - 

■ . ■■■ >\ s ' 

However to thofe, whd in this objetf 
tion are really concerned for the cauf^tff" 
virtue, I cannot help recommending- 
what would much more effe#uatty fa*t : 
her intereft, and be a furer token of tbii*' 
■zeal and attachment to hen ' And thaft ; 
is, — in all fuch plain inftanccs 'tohehJ- 
it feems to be duty, to 6x a diftin6&)rf a 
betwixt the gotod and the. bad, — ^ttMfte 1 ' 
their aftions, * fpeak it, inftead of'lhetif 13 
words, or at leaft to let them both fpcdk* 
one language, , We all of us talk fc' 1 * 

loud 
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d againft vicious charafters, ;an^ are 
unanimous in our cry againft them—- 
( an unexperienced man, Who only 
Jed his ears, would imagine the 
ole world was in an uproar about it, 
I that mankind were all afl[bciating 
pther, to hunt vice utterly out of 

world. Shift the fcene, and 

him behold the reception which vice 
ets • with, — * he will fee the conduct 
}: behaviour of the world towards it, 
Dppofitc to their declarations,— he will 
& all he heard, fo contradifted by what 
faw,— as to leave him in doubt, which 
M$ fenfes he is to truft, — or in which 
the two cafes, mankind were really 
earned. Was there virtue enough in 
h world to. make a general ftahd againft 
3 contradidtiod,— that is, — was every 
e who deferved to be ill Jpoken of -^ 

fure 
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fore to be ill looked on-^-too; was it 
certain confoquence of the lofs of a man 
chara&er* — to lofe his friends,— to jo 
the advantages of his birth and fortw 
•—and thenceforth be univerfally fcuwK 
univerfally flighted— - 

Was no quality a (belter agamft d 
indecorums of the other fez, but *i 
jfcvcry woman without diftin&ion, — r 
who had juftly forfeited her rcputttfc 
^from that moment was (he furetofo 
*?it likewife all claim to civility «* 
*eipefl~- 



Or in a word>^-could it be ti 
*s a Jaw m our ceremonial, — *-♦ 
wherever chara&ers in either fez* 6 
•become notorious, — it ftiould be deep* 
infamous, either to pay or receive a fl 

fry 
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i them, and the door were to be flmt 
nil them in all public places, till 
' had fatisfidd the world, by ghr- 
teftimony of a better. — — A few 
i plain and honeft maxims faithfully 

in pra&ice, ^ would force us upon 

e degree of reformation. Till thi9 
one, — it avails little that we bave no 
try upon them with our tongues, fince 
r efcape without feeling any other in* 
venience. 

Ve all cry out that the world i* cor* 

t, and I fear too juftlyj— but we 

er reflcit, what we have to thank for 
and that our open cttuntep&Bce, of 
j, whkh gives the lye to our private 
ures of it, which is its chief ptbte&ion 
encouragement. — To thofe however, 
> ftill believe, that evil-fpeaking is 

fcmfl 
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fome terror to evil-doors, one may aft* 
fwer, as a great man has done upon the 
occafion, — that after all our exhortations 
againft it, — 'tis not to be feared, but that 
there will be evil-fpeaking enough left 
in the world to chaftife the guilty,—— 
and we may fafely truft them to an ill- 
natured world, that there will be no fair 
lure of juftice upon this fcore.— The pat 
(ions of men are pretty fevere execu- 
tioners, and to them let us leave this un- 
grateful talk, — and rather ourfelves en- 
deavour to cultivate that more friendly 
one, recommended by the apoftle, — - 
of letting all bitternefs, and wrath, and 
clamour, and evil-fpeaking, be put away 
from us, — of being kind to one another, 
— tender-hearted, forgiving one another, 
even as God for Chrift's fake forgave us. 
Amen, 

S£R« 
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<*£NESIS 1. 15. 

when JofepVs brethren faw that their 
xther was dead, they /aid, Jofepb wiU 
r adventure bate us, and will certainly 
l quite us all the evil which 'Use did unte 

^HERE arc few inftaftcc* of the 
exefcife of particular virtues which 
1 harder to attain to, of which appear 
e amiable and engaging in them- 
es, than thofe of moderation and the 
;ivenefs of injuries; and when the 
ptations againft them, happen to be 
;htened by the feitternefi of a pro- 
ition on one hand, and the fairnefi 
in opportunity to retaliate on the 
H a ethei* 
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other, the inftances then are truly gt* V 
and heroic. The words of the text, ■* 
which are the confutation of the fonsrf 
Jacob amongft themfelves upon tbrt 
father Ifrael's death, when becaufc * 
was in Jofeph's power to revenge the 
deadly injury they had formerly done 
him, they Concluded in Courfe, that* 
was in his intention, — will lead ustoi 
beautiful example of this kind in the 
chara&er and behaviour of Jofeph cOfc 
feqqent thereupon ; and as it feems t 
perfect and very engaging pattern of 
forbearance, it may not be improper to 
make it ferve for the ground-work of 

a difcourfe upon that fuhjed: The 

whole tranfa&ion from the firft occafion 
given by Jofeph in his youth, to this 
Jaft aft of remifIion,'at the conclufion 
vi his life, may be laid to be a mailer* 

piece 
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f hiftory. Tlitfre is' not onlyfti 
inner throughout, fech at happy 
t uncommon mixture of fimpli*- 
id grandeur, which is a double 
:er fo hard to be united, that it is 
to be met wirlvin compofmons 

human; but it ifr likewife 

with the greateft variety of tfcn- 
d affecting ctrcutnftances, which 
afford matter for reflexions ufc- 
the condudt of almoft every part 

ge of a man's life. But as the 

of the text, as well as the jnten- 
ld compafs of this difqourfe, par- 
ly confine me to fpeak only to 
aint, namely, the forgivenefs of 
&, it will be. proper only to con- 
uch circumftances of -the ftory, 
i place this inftance ,of it in its 
;ht-, and then proGeed to i$ak$ a 
H 3 more 
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more general ufe of the g*e# exampfe 
foafcratiofi and forbcacaocc, which it 
before uk . 

It items- ftrapge u foft fight, 
frfter the fcts of JacQb.Jbad ftUtn 
Jofeph's power, when tipsy were fo 
by. the foreneft of the famine is 
4fliw iftfQ Egypt tp buy coro* and 
&i*nd him too good a man ew 
£Kpoft*la*e with them for. an inj 
which he feemed then tahave digei 
a»A piwfly to have refolded into 
oyer-ridiog providence of God, fin 
prefervation of tnuch people,, how 
Could Aver after queftion the pprighl 
of his intentions, or entertain the 
fufpicioa that his reconciliation was 
fcmblcd. 'Would not one have i 
gmed,: that th* man who had difco 
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ight where to weep, b0cttWfe"ftt *e^ 
t bear the ftruggle* of a coiitottftal 
harflioefs, could never be fufpe&ed 
Awards of iaifaertding a r^kdn^tHiQcl 
it he only wiiiSdtiil tbcirfeAarlfiW*!^ 
ith to reqiiit* them all the^wK wfefch 
>y had dofte ,pntb bim J WiMt flail add* 
ithisdiHkuky i% that his aflfcftionate 
inner in making himfelf kriown to 
Kg ; .** — ^ fei$ goodncfein forbeariogi 
* Oplyto reproach them for the i*» 
y 4hey had forinely done hint* bute*- 
tuatingaod cxcufjng the feujt *q them- 
res* his comforting mad Jpealung 
tdiyto them, and feconding all with 
^ tendered: -marks of aa undiigtiiftd 
givenefs, fa foiling upon tbcirrrtqtld) 
t weeping alottd, tbac -all the.&atffe 
Pharaoh heard himv-*^4ut msx& 
H 4 over 
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over this behaviour of Jofeph coute^^ 4 
appear to them, to be the effeft of^ 
warm and Hidden tranfport, which nr*"* 
as fuddenly give way to* other reflE*^" 1 
ons, but that it evidently fprung ft 'S 
a fettled principle of uncommon g*3 r 
rofity in his nature* which was afci-B 
the temptation of making ufe of ann^ 
portunity for revenge, which the coo:> : 
of God's providence had put into oJt 
hands for better purpofes; and W * 
might ftill feem to confirm this, « s 
the evidence of his a&ions to them m 
terwards, in bringing them and all ti:* * 
houfhold up out of Canaan* and plao^^ 
them near him in the land of Goft*-^ 
the richeft part of Egypt,, where c^^ 
had had fo many years experience of &* 
love and kindnefs. And yet it is pfc^ 
all this did not clear his motive from 
- * fufpicion, 
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>icion, or at lead theaifclvc*,of fotne 

*~chenfions of a change in his co&- 

tr towards them. And was knot that 

"whole tranfa&ion was written under 

^dirc&ion of the fpirit of truth, and 

other hiftorians concur in .doing 

* ^:e to Jofeph's character, and fpeak 
^ im as a companionate, and merciful 
^, one would be apt, you will fay, 

* roagine here, that Mofes might pof- 
^ have omitted fome circumftaoces 
iofeph's behaviour, which had alarm- 

his brethren, betwixt the time of 
firft reconciliation and, that; of- their 
^lier'3 death. — -r For. they could opt 
fufpicious of his , intentions without 
tne caufe, and fear where no fear was*— 
Vit does not a guilty confcience often do 
^ ; and tho' It has the grounds, yet wants 
he power to think itfelf life? 

And 
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And could we lode into the heart! 
of thofe who know they deferve iU* 
we (hould find many an inftance, where 
a kindnefs from an injured hand, what 
there was lead reafon to ex£>e£t one, h« 
ft ruck deeper and touched the heart with 
a degree of remorfe and concern, which 
perhaps no feyerity or refentolent cooJd 
have reached. This reflexion will * 
fome meafure help to explain this diffi- 
culty* which occurs in the ftory. For 
it is obfervablc, that when the injury 
they had done their brother was firft 
committed, and the fadt was frefli upon 
their minds, and mod likely to have 
filled them with a fenie of guilt* we find 
no acknowledgment or complaint to 
one another of fuch a load, as one 
might imagine it had laid upon them ; 
and from that event, through a long 

courfe 
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fpurfe of years to the time they had gone 
down to Egypt, we read not onse of 
4Ay forrow or corapunftipi* of hearty 
wWch they bad felt during all tbgt time* 
$*r what they had dpne. They had 
artfully impofed upon their parent— (and 
4* men are ingenious cafutfts in their 
tjwa affairs,) they had r probably, as art- 
fully imppfcd upon their own confcicn- 
€*fti -* — and poflibly had never impar- 
«afiy reflected upon the aftion, or con- 
%iered it in its juft light, till the many 
?&s of their brother's love and kindnefe 
had brought it before them, with alt 
the circumftances of aggravation which* 
bis behaviour would naturally give k.-r~ 
They then began maturely to confider 
what they had done, — - that they had 
firft undefervedly hated him in his child- 
hood for that, which if it was a ground 

of 
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of compUiftf. ought father tb hive been 
changed upoji the indifctetiop.of .the pa* 
rent ^ an confidered as a fault : i* hinv 
That upon a more juft examination and 
a better knowledge of their brother, they 
had wanjted even that pretence— It 
was not a blind partiality which feemed 
firft to have directed their fathers affec- 
tion to him, — though then .they, thought. 
fp s — for doubflefs fo much goodneft wd 
benevolence as (hone forth in b\$ nature^ 
now that he was a man, qould not J^y 
^1L of it fo deep concealed in his youth, 
but ,the fagacity of a parent's eye woujfcl 
4i,fcoyer it, and that in courfe thsir en- 
tity tQ wards .him. was founded upon th^ 
wJ2ich ought to have won their efteerigu 
rrr-Xhat, if hg had incautioufly added 
efiYjy tp.jtek jU will in reporting his 
jlr^amsr whitf* prefaged his. future great- 
. ;v . nefs, 
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Is, it was bat the indifcretiori'of a yoirtli' 
pra&ifed in the world, >frho ! had not 
c found out the art of diffetabling 
i hopes and expectations; and was 
,rce arrived at an age to' comprehend 
?re was fuch a thing irt the? world as 
vy and ambition : — — ?-that if fuch of- 
ices in a brother, fa fairly carried their 
m excufes with them, what could they 
pfor themfelves, when they cortfidered 
waa for this they had almoft unaiii- 
3ufly confpired to rob hitii of hir 

e; and though they were happily 

Irained from fhedding his blood upon 
•uben's remonftrance, that they had? 
verchelefs all the guilt of the intentiort 
anfwer for. That whatever motive it 
is which then flayed their hands, their 
nfciences told them,, it cofald n6t be*a 
>od one, fince they had changed the 

fen- 



,26 SERMON. XII 
&ntence for one no lefs cruel in 
and what to an ingenuous nature 
worfe than death, to be fold for a ft 

— The one was common to all, 

Cither only to the unfortunate. Tha 
was not compaflion which then tot 
place, for had there been any way opt 
to that, his tears and entreaties tmA 
have found it, when they faw the a* 
guifh of his foul, when he befoogft 

and they would not bear. That f 

aught ftill could heighten the remttfe 
of banifhing a youth without provorit 
tion, for ever from his country, and At 
prote&ion of his parent, to be expoftl 
naked to the buffettings of the W6ri$ 
>tnd the rough hand of fomfc mercfldk 
rafter, they would find it in this f* 
flexion, " That the many affifctions ftffl 
fcardfhips, which they migfttf ntf AMty 

have 
4 
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jjjNive expe&ed would overtake the, hufc 
ijppfequent upon this a&ioir, had afti|a% 
GtUen upon him/* > 

i .That be$d*a the angulfh of fufpefted 
g^tae* he had felt that of a prifon, where 
jfcrhad long lain neglected in a frierwfc 
|^ condkion* and where the affii&iofc 
E)f B it was rendered ftill ftiarper by the 
EJfcUy expectation of being- remembered 
\jrf Pharaoh's chief butler, and the difc 
Ifcpointment of finding himfetf imjgrata- 

&Uy forgotten. • And though Mofcs 

Mis us, that he found favor in tils 
jtjjght of the keeper of the prifon, yet the 
j^^lmift acquaints us that his fuffcriags 
#ere ftill grievous* ~ That btsfiet wen 
hurt ivtib fett(fr$ y arid the iron entered 
#*n im bit fouh And no doubt, hi? 
fcfcpthwi thought the ftnfe of iWr jf* 

m 
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jury muft have entered at the fame time, 
and was then rivetted and fixed in bis 
mind for ever. 

It is natural to imagine they argued 
and reflefted in this manner, and there 
feems no neceffity of feeking for there*- 
(on of their uneafinefs and diftruft * 
Jofeph's condudt, or any other exteroal 
caufe, fince the inward workings of their 
own minds will eafily account for tk 

evil they apprehended. A feriesof 

'benefits and kindneffes from the nrt* 
they had injured, gradually heightened 
the idea of their own guilt, till at length 
they could not conceive, how the trefpd* 

could be forgiven them; it appeared 

with fuch frcrfh circumftances of aggra- 
vation, that though they were convinced 
his refentment flept, yet they thought 

it 
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tare; for when they thus Ipafce unto 
n, — — : the hiftorian fays, he wept, 
mpathy* for the for row and diftrdfs of 
many fons of his father, now all in his 
wer,- — pain at fo open and ingenuous 
onfefiion of their guilt,— concern and 
y for the long punifhment they muft 
W endured bjr.fo ftubborn aremorfe,' 
ikh fo many year* feemed not to have 
ainiffied. The affe&ing idea of their 
ndition, which had feemed to reduce 
sm to the neceffity of holding up their 
fids for mercy, when they had loft their 
Jte&or,— fo many tender paffipnsftrug- 
ing together at once overcame Mm ;— - 
burft into tears, which fpoke what 
r language could attempt. It will be 
edlefs therefore td enlarge any fuf- 
er upon this incident, whkh furnifhes 
i with fo beautiful a picture of" * tbrh- 
Ii pat 
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paflionate and forgiving temper, that I 
think no words can heighren it j — 
but rather let us endeavour to find out 
by what helps and reafoning, the patri- 
arch might be fuppofed to attain to fa 
exalted and engaging a virtue. Perhaps 
you will fay, " That one fo thoroughly 
convinced, as Jofeph feemed to be, of the 
over-ruling providence of God, which 
fo evidently makes ufe of the -malice and 
paflions of men, and turns them as in- 
ftruments in his hands to work his own 
righteoufnefs and bring about his eternal 
decrees, — and of which his own hiftoiy 
Was fo plain an inftance, could not have 
far to feck for an argument to forgive- 
nefs, or feel much ftruggle in ftifling 
an inclination againflr ir. ■■ ■■■■■But let anjf 
man lay his hand upon his heart and 
fay, how often, in inftances where anger 
and revenge had feized him, has this 

doftrine 
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do&rine come in to his aid. — In th? 
bitternefs of an affront, bow often has 
it calmed bis paffions, and checked the 
fury of his rcfentment ? r-*-Trqe and pn*- 
verfally believed as thedo&rineisamongft 
tos, it feldom does this fervice, though fo 
well fuited for it, and like (bene wife fta- 
tute, neverexecutcd or thought of, though 
in full force, lies as unheeded ?s if it was 
not in being, . 

5 Tis plain 'twas otherways in th* pre- 
fcnt inftance, where Jofepb feems to acu- 
knowledge the influence it had upon 
him, in his declaration, — " 'That it was 
not they, but God who fent him." And 
does not this virtue fhine the brightedia 
fuch a pious application of the perfya.fjotf 
Co'fo benevolent a purpofe? 

Without derogating from the merit 
l 3 °f 
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of his forbearance, he might be fuppofcdc* 
to have caft an eye upon the change; 
and uncertainty of human affairs whicfcj 
he had feen himfelf, and which tad' 
convinced him we were all in anothofo 
power by turns, and ftand in needtd 
one another's pity and companion : -—*. ■ 
and that to reftrain the cruelties, aol. 
flop the infolences of men's refentmenfi^o 
God has fo ordered it in the courfeot 
his providence, that very often in \b»- 
world — our revenges return upon out; 
own heads, and men's violent dealing** 
upon their own pates* 

And befides thefe confiderations, — 
that in generoufly forgiving an enemyi 
he was the trueft friend to his own cha- 
redter, and (hould gain more to it by 
fuch an inftance of fubduing his /pirir, 

{han if he had taken a city, The 

brave 
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fe tttfy'knchr how to'foif^£u*u*«: 
iifee moft refined and genfarour'pitcbi 
iitaie^ ; hUfnarv ffctcure can arrive at.^*i 
Sbwards hattf done gootfand&indaftt* 
jfii*. cowards have even fougfot>-*nay 
letfme* even Conquered ; *-+* but a / 
rard never forgave. ■•-* It ifrttbi in bis 
tare ; —*— ' the power of doing k flows. 
yr from a ftrength and greatnds of 
l^eonfcious of its own force^nd fecu- 
V and above the little temptations of 
«ting every fruitlefs attempt to in- 
opt its happinefs. Moreover, fetting 
1$ all confiderations of hisocha?actetv 
raffing by an injury, he was the'trueft 
nd Jikewifcto his own happinefeand 
ce of mind y he: never fel* that, fret* 
ftorm of paffions^ ^hich; hurry OTea 1 
to ads of revenge, or (uffered rhofo 

. .:::::- : V 4 ■ • V.H.' L pang?; 
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pangs of horror whish purfua it.r* 73^ 
he might poflibJy argue, and no firtiqfi 
— forwent of a better foundation [ 
better helps, he could raift the buildi* j 

bo higher j rr-to carry it upwards P» 

perfection we muft call in to our aid «t* 
more fpiritual and refined do#rineinW< 
duced upon it by Chriftj BimehYtofo' 
give a brc the-, not only tofeventtaft 
but to feventy times fewen — »— that ■» 
without limitation. 

In this, the excellency of the goipd 
is faid by f^me one, to. appear w«h a 
remarkable advantage; «* That a chri- 
ft»an is as much difpofed to love and 
ierve you, when youj . eQemy> a s the 

mere moral man can be, when he is 

your friend.-. This nodoubtis the 

tendency of his religion —but how often, 



■\ whar .degree* it fgcoqpt*,' -^ ijpw 
ly tb^ pi*$fcc k;etps paw with *h* 
^y, tb* *lkwife fearciwinw tto; 
ru of m^H ftlofift is abi* to (few*, 
»e. Cm if i& tu bt (optd, thflliiwli- 
ateffefts w apt & iofcnJibly fefe *s ; &; 
-ul«iv0 tow would wpeft from fo«h* 
*erful motives •* ap4 there t* many a. 
iftiaji focifty, which would b* glad VI 
npound apwgft ttamfelves for fern. 
zr degrees of peffe$iw on o&* bwA*. 
'e they fqr$ to be ext^pted oo tb* 
er, ftorp. the bad effe&a of thofe frees. 
pafl\ons which arc evertaki*g f at weil. 
ver giving the occafioM of ftrifn the 
innings of which, Solomon aptly 
ipares to the letting out of waters* 
opening a breach which no one can bet 
i to flop, tilt it has proceeded 1 to tto 
I fatal events, * ■- ■ 

With 
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With 'jtifti* Acrefore ^gW the 1 «## 
rflfiyroph^otachidtt, * ^ottedrtfitig' 'prid^* 
thatTforet.ftr^m^ which admlrtifters t^^ 
the wjekfip^bgrt^ r«featflfeni», *thkt?^ 
wa*B« madbfor man, nor forkflfe lajgsfti 
fokhim tfmtkborn of a^ottiam •'TPhatfl 
the^wwi didtjictfbecotnfctHi ftafcfoi^ ana rfi 
that the otto* 'was deftnaftive W*U <!»'■* 
happinefe hfe was > intended to ■ *ee<siVB<i* 
from it. Hoa* tniferably then niuft 'i&ofeod 
meiv turn tyrants againft themfetve4 l ^ (n 
well as others, who grow fpletetfciuttM 
revengeful not only upon the little ub-^ 
avoidable oppofitions and offences- tfcey^ 
m oft meet with, in the commerce afthe^ 
world-, t hue upon thofe which only Jeach a 
thaw by^report, and accordingly tctr^i 
ment their little fouls with meditating v 
how to return the injury, before they 
■«o? Xwtivkjk&y h?ivc jrcccivcdr ooef 

!.:,;];, WhCth«? t 



W&ethwr thk eager fcnGbility of wrtrag* 
an^ «cfcnune« arifes from/dut genQdd^: 
ca^fc $ J 1 t« which tbeibn o£ Sptch^axtm^ 
to**r«itife att fierce anger and pafikmf) r.i 
or whether to a certain {breach of tenvn ■/ 
pej* which Hands in every body ^s way * ■ * 
and therefore fubjed to be .often hum> ) 
FvQto "which ever caufe the difbrdcr- 
JpgflgSrithc advice of the author of the * 
hcKik<^EccJefiafticiis is proper: :«< Ad* 1 
monUb-a. friend, fays he, it mpy be he 
hatknoc done it; and if he have, that • 
. he do it not again. AdmonUh thy friend, i 
it jnay be he hath not faid it; and if he 
have, that he fpeak it not again. There ■- 
is that flippeth inhisipecch, but not from • 
his heart: and who is he, who hath not - 
pffended with his tongue ? M 

$ cannot help taking notice here of a 
■ • » certain 
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certain, fpccie* of.ibrgivene&, wl^ 

fcldom enforced oc thought of, and J* 

ii.na.tvay below oar regard. I »»»* 

foigiirenefk of chafe* if we may bealk* , 

edtke expreffion, whom we hate iojaW 

qurfelves. One would think that * 

difficulty of forgiving could only «* 

on the .fide of him* who has rcceivedthe 

wrong; hut the truth of thefa&is*' 

ten otherwife. The confeioufoefs of 1* 1 

ving provoked another's refentment, * J 

ten excites the aggreflbr to keep before- 

hand with the man he has hurt, ando* 

only to hate him for the evil he expe& 

in return, but even to purfue him do«"» 

and put it out of his power to makers 

prifals. 



The bafenefs of this is fuch, that 
»t is fufficient to make the fame obfer- 

vatioiii 
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1, which' was made upon the eriitoc 

rricide amongft the Grecians: *• 

is fo black, their legiflatofs 

ot fuppofe it could be committed, 
lerefore made no law to punifh it. 



SERMON 



only itept, and Was likely fam tifflfe 
' other to awake, and moft p robably 
;en* that their father was dead, wheft 
* confideration of involving him ifi 
& freVenge ^had chafed-, and all the duty 
d.c&rrtpaffion he. owed to the &rey halt* 
id happinefs of a parent was discharged 
id buried with him; . 

fhis they expf efs ift the confutation held 
ftongft themfelve* in the word* of. the 
kt i and i* the following verfe* we find 
gfti 4CWrdif>gly fending to hirh to dtf- 
«*te the evil they dreaded j and either, 
jcaufe they thought their father's name 
Or6 powerful than their own, in this 
ipiicatioft**M>r rather, thAt they might 
>t cortmit a frelh irtjury in feetfilrig 
t fuf^eft hid flncefity, they pretend iMr 
Cher's diretticft* for we read thejrftiit 
Voi*. II, I mef- 



meffengers unto Jp£pk%iDg, TJ$, 
ther dicl 'command ^f^^e died, £ 
ing,— fo JTiall ye &&.Jinp>. Jo^pji^ 
V Forgive I pray ^eC(Opw jtbi? ^ 
of thy brethren arid .t^ij;, fin, for, J, 
did unto thee evil ^.ffll now : «41 
thee^ forgive thejTefpa^of.thc.iiffy} 
of the God of thy foher * .TheadJ 
was not without art, and was concei 
in fuch words as fcemcd to fijggfcft 
argument in their favour^— as if it %% 
not become him, who was but afc^L 
fervant of their father's God, to,ha^j 
revenge, or ufe the power theii^tj) 
God had given him agajjnft, his,.ch^ 
Nor, was there a reafon in any things 
;he fears of a guilty confcience to qp] 
hend it* as appears frorot the recqjj 
which the, addrefs met, which was i 
¥ j*4^ * an uncommon ^OQc^fg 

' naw 
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2 Kings iv. ip 

be /aid unto him, Say now unto ber % 
UbM 9 tbau baji been careful fir us with 
U this care \—wbat it to be dam fir 
bee ?—wouldeft tbou befpcktnfor to the 
\ng % or the. captain of tbebofi ? — And 
* anfweredf I dwell among mine own 
topic. 

^HE firft part of the teict is the 
words, which the ptophet Elifha 
i into the mouth of his fervant Ge- 
, as a meflagc of thanks to the wo- 
i of Shunem for her great kindnefs and 
)itality, of which, after the icknow- 
pmcnt of his juft fenfe, which Ge- 
ts bid to deliver in the words; — 
ot.Il. K "Behold, 
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" Behold, thou. baft, been cartful To 
with all this.carej" — hedirecbhio 
enquire in what manner he may i 
make a return in difcharge of the o 
gation,— ** What (ball be done forth 
Wopldeft thou be fpokep for to the ki 
or the captain of the hoft ?" The 
part of the text is the Shunamite's anfi 
which implies a refufal of the booou 
advantage which the prophet intcDdo 
bring upon her, by fuch an applical 
which ihe indire&ly exprefles in 
contentment and fatisfa&ion, with 
flie enjoyed in her prefent ftation 5 
dwell among mine own people," 
inftance of felf-denial in the Shum 
is but properly the introduction t 
ftpry, and gives rife to that lonj 
very pathetic tranfadtion, which f< 
in the fupernatural grant of a child, 



S K R MON Xtll. *47 

God had many years denied her. — The 
aftedlng lofs of him as foon as he was 
grp*m up — and his reftoration to life by 
EHIha after he had been fome time dead* 
the Whole of which, though extremely 
iflfereftiflg* and from fuch incidents as 
Would afford fufficient master for in- 
fthj<9ti0ii; yet as it will not fall within 
ttit intention of this difcourfe, I fhali 
fegteaV^ at this time barely to confider 
tiifeie previous circumftances of it, to 
which the text c6nfihes me, upoft Which 
f'lhall enlarge with fuch refle&ions as 
tfccur, ahd then proceed to that pra&ical 
tife and exhortation, which will naturally 
fkftfr&riiie. 

Wef 6iid that after Eltfha had refcuett 
the diftreflcd widow and her tWd forts 
if oh* the hands of the creditor; by the 
^" K 2 mira* 
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mnacofoo* rtndtiplicaaon^ Eer:ttii« 
thtthcpiflcd<m to Sfc&Mm, wbeiqi 
itad* JMtt a grcwwoinaa,^aodfiic^i 
fthritai Km to cat btari ; and $rit*l 
that ai often as be prf&Jb^bcrturflii! 
tbithtr fo cac bwad. The fiuacM 
riaifpeaks^barcly of he* tempbnl erf 
tiort an4 ftarioa in fife*-?** ThatiM 
avgmlt woman/' but defcribeinod 
lUoi^mtark i Vp^tofhef^her^iraaosl 
chattAe*, becaUfc thtiy wwe more* 
dtffttiy to be dilfcovered from tiie.li 
aE&oti tdetf* from which >lt appeal 
ffatf thu not only toataby, but Hki 
charitably and of a very conBderace 
erf mindr* Fop after many repeat* 
tftttionaahd entertainments at her hi 
finldiiig^hil ©fceafidfi* caMcd him 1 
fitfqU«V^afl^ge thac way *— Ibe^ 
h~tftariband to fetttprtmd furnifh a 1< 
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kig forte, ^hQll'tiie><ioflSrcSea^ 
which; the firtoplirit}F'of..tbGfe aiaics. nw 

band^iBehald aowojv 1 pero^v« <tfc*t th»- 
i#*a» holy maa &£<}<)&» wfcicfc paifcthi 

Uttfeixharober J 5 pray j&w oor the walUj 
aaflrtet ur let fix Iwm there a bed^ W^a 
afcfcf dnd~a ftoerf, and a candlsffiok*; audi 
iedhallibewb^ be Cometh lau% ihtfch* 
ibati turn m dodter^-rr-She pc&mtdtbG? 
wasaaholy raan,-r~(he had had malry^p^ 
pbmroities, as he pafied by them £90+ 
nuba^ff of; obferving hia kb^yioijr.^d, 
cBpurfihettf, whkb flic had MrefoHgr mrj 
Marked, and faw plainly wb#>[lfeWjWfc> 
l^^c fan<^ :^ 
ottoours>— the fareiwy •**£ r'hiiHtf(?wf«>dr 
aeabibrthe rt%on^f; hiaQo^. aa&febf 
{uraomroo* -fct^m^of: ifaz$#fmp*$ 
:§bai v -':■. ...-^1 •!>a$ i $Hoi bn^dlifl^W!' 
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when he worfhipped before him, 
iecmed his whole bufinefs aod en 
ment upon earth j— all belpoke hit 
a man of this world, but one whofe. 
and affefiions were fixed upon anothei 
je&, which was dearer and more ioif 
tanc to him. But as fuch outward appe 
ances may and often have been cauaU 
feited, fo that the anions of a man a 
certainly the only interpreters to be refe 
on, whether fuch colours are true a 

falfe } fo (he had heard that all wis 

of a piece there, and that he was through- 
out confident; that he had never in any 
one inftance of his life, adtedas if he 
had any views in the affairs of this world, 
in which he had never interested him- 
felf at all, but where the glory of his 
God, or the good and prefervation of 
bis fellow creatures at firft inclined 

him: 
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&H$#n :— -that in & late inftance before he 

& l 'Mitic to Shunem, he had done cn^ of the 

^fifindeft arid tn6ft charitable anions that 

# a JFg6od man could have done in affifting 

£"fche Widow and fatherlefs; and as the 

z m ft& was lingular, and had juft happened 

% Jbrfbre her knowledge of him, no doubt 

is: jfcfchad heard theftory, with all the ten- 

- iter drcumftances which a true report 

: *Would give it in his favour; namely, 

.' Hhat a certain woman whofe hufband was 

: 'fctefy dead, and had left her with her 

tfiildfen in a very helplefs condition*** 

v very deftitute— -and what was ftill worfe,. 

charged with a debt (he was not able to 

{ pi% — that her creditor borfe exceeding 

hard upon her, and finding her little 

: worth in fubftance, was coming to tike 

T the advantage which the law allowed 

Af jeizing her two fohs for Ms bofldf. 

K 4 inen; 
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men; fo chat flic hid nbt only loft bri 
hufband, which had mack her miferabto 
enough already, but was going to be 
bereaved of her children, which were the 
only comfort and fupport of her We; 
that upon her coming to Elifha with tfci 
fad ttory, he was touched with compac- 
tion for her misfortunes, and had ufed 
ail the power and intereft which he bid 
with his God to relieve -and befriend 
her, which in an anheard-of manner, by 
the miraculous increafe of her oil, which 
was die only fubftartce fhehad left, be 
had fo bountifully eflfe&ed, as not only 
to difintanglc her from her difficulties 
in paying the debt, but withal, what 
was ftill more generous, to enable her 
to live comfortably the remainder of her 
days. She confidered that charity and 
VQAjpaffiQ* was fo leading n virtue, «u>4 
■ . tad 



►? 
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fcgd llich. *», wflpenoe upon ,^e^ ot^q- 

pfett«f4n)%o'*jel»r»(5!ter^ qjofefjbify 

feiept pp^b^jtftlfof %-Ji^rar4 ,..4$ 

jXjfitioo and, gojqd/»?fe r e£ jjbyiggj? ty& 

jtbM fomgagiuft^i in^c^Ji?,as thfe, 

aitfeitfifed, Ja ; .#> ,kjj^ r ,apd„|f aippahlc * 

■(banner, was ad«t»or>ftfation of ^is^-— 

bold that he ..waj.-ii* truth. ,wj$af ouf-. 

ftMriiciKMrofta^es bcfppk^^jjojy mm 

l<&G<M.~-rr--!>fa:<lhc Shuptpitt's prifi- 

^3lplcr,*wl- n\$4Yfc\fo£ l^r-hodpjtality . «p 

rEJtiha was ,Jpft, rft^it- fprj^&lfqm, fp 

silJea^f fJ»;wflrtl^»<i.wric.o/ bagucft, 

Yfoolik$w& $ag ^. i^a^fj^ dpipg it 

c&Wl&and ^nGderate*:, iy^oWetva^e 

jS ife? dogsiwt follicit her, hu$apd.9> afljgn 

- 4 Jwrn . : an : apartnwf x 19,/ he-r.j/own ; ticjufc, 

, jjirt. to tftiUd-hjm, * chami^cff ,?A «J\qj UfH 

s »?*« s-r-r-sflip; cpnfideredj-jjjg- tha^^jie 

l-fW$.,H*n»<|<m. *>#<#*, aW&»f '- 

t-*.it ' ways 
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ways mod at eafe when mofl: private;— 
that the tumult and diftraftion of a 
large family tvere not fit for the filcnt 
meditations of fo holy a man, who would 
perpetually there meet vtfith fcmething 
either to interrupt his devotion, or offend 

the purity of his manners ; that 

moreover, under fuch an independent 
roof, where he could take fhelter as of- 
ten as his occafions required, flie thought 
he might tafte the pleafure which was 
natural to man, in pofltflirig fbmething 
like what he could call his own,- — -and 
what is no fmall part of conferring a 
favour, he would fcarcefeel the weight of 
it, or at leaft much feldomer in this 
manner, than where a daily invitation 
and repetition of the kindnefs perpetu- 
ally' put him in mind of his obligation. 
if any thing could ftill add to this — 

it 



8,BA MON XIII, iss 
it w»s — thrt. it did not appear tatyuty? 
dry offer gf n faint civility, butth4t.il 
c#me dire&ly from the hsart, There j$ ; f 
ivicety in honeft minds, vihkh vxU nof 
accept of a cold and fufpeftedpffcr^-Tr- 7 
andfivci? when it appears jo be finger? 
?nd truly meant, there is a modefty 
in tru$ merit which knows not how ,to 
accept it} and no doubt ffce had. one* if 
not both thcfc difficulties to conquer in 
their turns, — For we read, that (he cqj^t 
{trained hirp, and in all likelihood forced 
.his acceptance of it with all the warmth 
and friendly opennefs of a humane aad 
holpitabte temper, , v 

It is with benefits as with injuries. in 
this refpeft, that we do not fo muqh 
weigh the accidental good or evil they$P 
vi 3 as that which they were defigncdjta 

do 
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doufi. — ^uThatis, vrefcSnlJlerWpart 
of them fo n)uch,as their iitfeittion* a^d 
th^f rapkc^ Saviour coifeq writ upon: 
this, ihew^ he beheld U th^Oiigh this wet 
dium,, pr irr forn* fuch advantageous 
li^ht as J h^yq placed it. . h :j 

.-. - -,.;•.:;«• ' ■ '• V' 1 • ' " .•'ITS 1 . 

I There is no ..hurtfren 'foimvy to.* 

grateful mind, as a debt of kindnefs .un* 
paid- „,,_ and we may believe JEitfha 
felt it fo, from the earneft defirs w.bfch hfR 
had upon the immediate. receipt of thiv 
to discharge himfelf of it, which > he, eje^ 
preffes in the text in the warmefl; maa- 

ner 5 cc Behold, thou haft been care** 

ful for us with all this care: — r+ What 
fliall be done for thee? Wouldeft thou 
t}e fpoken for to the king, or the captf in 
cj£ h]s hofl: ?"r^ Tbere is a degree of bo* 
«?ft unp^tience in the words,: fueh as. was 
.«.. :-•• >.'■,■ ^ : natural 
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natural tcta good man* winy would ndFbte 
behfud-hanA with hi^teiwfeabir;^-. fiilt? 
thfcirc is ortething which *iiay leem ftrarfge* 
*t firft fighv that as terftatfon and con- 
dition in life was fuch* that fhfc ippealrdd 4 
rather to have abounded already than 
flood in want of any things in this wdrld 
which fuch an application ctfuld fuppfy£ „ 
-"why thu prophet (houkJ not rather 
lufeg propofed fome fpiritudl advantage/ 
Which, as it *ould better have becbrtie 
the^ fafcftity of his character on the one 
haod* fo, on the other, it would tiavfc' 
done a more real and lafting fervice to 
his friend. 

Butweare to rtfleft, that in retarttfngf 
favours, w£< aft differently froth Whit 
wedo in conferring thchi i-^-^m ihe one 
cafe we fimply confidcr what is beft, — — 

. in 
4 
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in the other, what is moft acceptable. 
The reafon is, that we have a right 16 
aft according to our own ideas of what 
will do the party moft good in the cafe 
where we beftow a favours — but where 
we return one, we lofe this right, and aft 
according to his conceptions who has 
obliged us, and endeavour to repay in 
fuch a manner as we think is moft likly 
to be accepted in difchairge of the obligi- 
tion. ■ ■ ■ So that, though we are riot fo 
imagine Elifha could be wanting in 
religious duties, as well as wifhes to fo 
hofpitable a friend, we may yet fuppdfe 
he was directed here by this principle 

of equity, and that, in reflecting in 

what manner he fhowld requite his bene- 
fa&refs, he had confidered, that to one 
of her affluent condition who had all the 
reafonablc comforts of an independent 

life, 



ife, — r— if there was ai*y p3$on Y& P 1 **, 
atisfied* it mud certainly |^e ^inbition ^ 
Jiat though in general k. wqs an^insgu- 
ar appetite,, which in nipft cafes ,'twat 
iaegerous to gratify,, yet in, sJ9fc#, 'twai 
Einly fo far crijnf nal s as the power which 
cs acquired w^s perverted ta bad &fld yi,* 
cious purpofes* which it was not likely to 
be here, from the fpecimen fhe bad ^ 
ready given, of her difpofitjwv. which 
lhqwed 1 that if (he did, wifk for an inr 
creafe of wealth or honour* fhe wifhed k 
^ly >( as it would enable her more geofc- 
PSpfiy to extend her arm in kind office?* 
and increafe the power, as well as thc.opr 
pprtu&kies of doing* good., 

, Ih juftke to ElifhVs motive, wfyteh 
ipuft have been good^ we nuuft fuppofe r 
tre ponfidjer^d his ipfferaq,th)f lighjLi^acd 

whar 
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what principally led him to propofc it# 
was the great incereft which he had with 
the king of Ifrael at that time, which he 
had merited by «a fingle fervice ; and a 
he had no views for himfelf, he though 
it could not be employed So well as ia 
eftablifhing the fortune of one, whofc 
virtue might be fo fafely trufted with it. 
It was a juftifiable prepofieflion ia kf 

favour, though one, not always tt 

be relied on; for there is many a one 
who in a moderate ftation, and with I 
lefler degree of power, who has behaved 
with honour and unblemi(hed reputation* 
and who has even borne the buffeting* 
of adverfe fortunes well, and manifefied 
great prefence and (trength of mind un- 
der it, whom neverthelefs a high exalta- 
tion has at once overcome, and fo en* 
tirely changed, as if the party had left 

not 
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f*6t only his virtue* bat even hifrfelf be* 

IKHd hitiii 

■> r -" ■■'".. 

*? Whether the Shnnamite dreaded ft* 
tittke this dangerous experiment of .her* 
fcftfj— or, which is more likely that lb* 
bad teamed to fet bounds to her defines* 
art* was too well iatisfied wi*h her pro^ 
fa* condition to be tempted . out of it* 
fife declines the offer in the clofe of the 
tiUK : ••*+ •* I </«## amongft my own jta*- 
jAfr** is if file had ftid,, <« The intended 
Undoefs h far from being fmall, but it i& 
aoctifeful tdooiei I live here, as thauars 
A witnefs, in peace* in a ooncootedobfeu* 
titfi-*- not fo; high *a totproVoke enyjs 
nor fo low as to be trodden do*fh apd de* 
Ipifedi In this- Me and micWifi ftafc, ai 
I have lived amongft my c*wn v #©p^ 
fo let me die, out* of die fbl^bot^ of 
* ¥ol. II. L the 
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the cares and glories of the world. —- 
Tis fit, O holy man of God ! that Heart 
fome time or other to let bounds to mj 
defires, and if I cannot fix them now, 
when I have already more than my wants 
require, when fhaHI hope to do it£— ^- 
Or how fhould I expedt, fliat even this 
increafe of honour or fortune would fully 
fatisfy and content my ambition,: ftpold 
I now give way to it ? • * 

So engaging an inftance of unafie&ri 
moderation and felf-denial, deferves ndl 
to be confidered by the buftlers in this 
world ;~ — beCaufe if we are to truft the 
face and courfe of things we fcaict 
fee any virttae fo hard to be put h 
practice, arid 'Which the generality d 
mankind fecm fo unwilling' to learn, as 
this oI\^f^%^hhi they Kave enough 

and 
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d when it is time to give over their 
►rldly purfuits, — - Aye! ;b«)t nothing 
more eafy, you will anfwec, than to fix 
is pointy and fee certain bounds to it. 
— *" For my own part, you will fay, I 
dare, I want and would wifli no more, 
t a fufficient competency of thofe 
ngs, which are requifitc to the real 
rs and occafions of life, fuicable to the 
iy I have been taught to expeft from 
i and education." — But recoiled* how 
dom it ever happens, when thefe points 
ifecured, but that new occafions and 
w neoeffitiea prefent themfelves, and 
ery day as you grow richer, frcfti waiita 
54ifcovered, which rife up before you, 
you afcend the hill; fo that every ffep 
u take, -* — every acceifipn to your 
tune, (eta your defires oj^dcgreeTai 1 - 
:r from reft and fiu^^f^ *^^ tfatt 
L 2 "feme- 
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ibomthuig you have not yw grafj 
poflityy never Audi; -t— that d 
phantom unpoffleffed and impofle 
perpetually haunting yort; and 
in betwixt you and your conte 
— — Unhappy creature 1 to thin; 
joying that bleffing without mod 
—or imagine that fo fectecLa tec 
be railed upon the foundation ol 
or po\wl-r~~If the grouod-woi 
laid within your own mind, the] 
foon add a cubit to your ftatur 
your h*ppine&.^— To be conv 
is fe, .'«-- pgay look up to thofe wl 
got: as high as their warmed wifhc 
carry thenvin this afcenv — -do j 
fcrve they live the better,, the long 
merrier^TTTvor that they fleep the ] 
in their beds, for having twice a< 
as they vonted, or well know how 
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fpfe pf ?~ ^-Of ;UI rules for cataaiaffing 
fcjppinefs* this is the moft deccitfa^ tiird 
'which few but weak' rnmd% and thbfe 
unpm&ifed in the world too; e^er tfcink 
of applying as the tneafufe itfifcfch an 
cftimation,^— Great^ and itteKpreffible 
may be the happinefs, which a flifcferafe 
fpttuae and moderate defies? wrfi 4 con- 
fcfpu&efs of virtue will fecu^.— Many 
aiSffhe fifeat pkafures of the honeft-p*a* 
fapt,? jwhacifesr chearful to his labotir v-^ 
^y^hcHiW they»not ?-— -^Look into hir 
hfliufe^? the Teat of each manVhaippinefr ^ 
h^henot thd fame domeflac endear* 
nHWS,— **~thfc fame joy and xomfo^t: 
ia^ris childnen, and as flattering hopes of 
th^ir doings well, so enliven his hours- > 
and glad his heart, as you could con- 
ceive in the Jwgheft ftadon.^t^^Atid I 
make no doubt in general, but if the 
iJ-,; I- 3 true 
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true ftate of his joy and fufferings, could 
be fairly ballanced with thofe of his bet- 
ters, whether any thing would appear at 
the foot of the account, but what would 
recommend the moral of this difcourfe. 
—-This, I own, is not to be attained to, 
by the cynical Hale trick of haranguing 
again# /thfrlgoods of forty nsi~d|e^ were 
never intended to be talked out of the 

world.: But as virtue and true wifdom 

lie in, the qiiddle of exireoie%—— on pne 
Hand, not ta negleft and defptfe riches, 
io as to forget ourfclvcs, and on the 
other, not to purfue and love them fo as to 
forget Godj-r-to have them fomettme* 
in our heads, — —but always, fomething 
more important in our hearts. 
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gttd to God,— or the true relatk* 
fclvie* bear to him.— Could they < 
t^is,^ karpto weigh the cau 
<$j^i$4ht<0B(^UG»ce« of thtn 
cffmRinfQi^.raifai, which <3od 
U&itJft£m*hci governmental < 
<)feouf ( li>WiJnrribe«f *t ogld fop foo 

gQC6/;tbera .H no leifure iar^fqc 
ries, and ifMWt are onr naiad* < 
iB^tcrM^V* m bare not time * 
a heart to aniwerthr queftiona w 
toputcoourfttate* ; 

- ■ " i i" ; . . 

Whatever *our condition is, 'tis 
fee acquainted with it in time to 
to fupply what is wanting*— and c 
the ftate of q»r accounts, before m 
^to^give them up to an impartial j 
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Isaiah i. 3. 

V Tfr ox knowetb bis owner \ and the afs bis 
mafter* s crib\ — but lfreal doth not know 9 
— my people doth not confider. 

3/TTUS a fcvere but an affe&ionate 
A reproach of the prophet's, laid 
ag4jnft the Ifraelites, which may fafely 
be applied to every heedlefs, and un-> 
thankful people, who are neither won by 
God's percies, or terrified by his punish- 
ments, . — —There is a giddy, thought*. 
Idkj intemperate fpirit gone forth into the 
world, which poffefles the generality of 
mankind, •— and the reafon the world is 
undone, is, becaufe the world does not 
confider, — confiders neither aweful re- 
gard 
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mining our works, without bci 
the' better or the wifer for the 
meat, • : ' 

: And firft then let us begin v 
which iff the foundation of aim o 
other fatfe tneafures we take in i 

teiv -that is, the letting abot 

aminattOfi df our works, befon 
prepared With honed difpofitio 
mend themf. — This is beginning i 
at the wrong end, Thefe prev 
pofttions in the heart, are the wh 
fbould make this work go eafily 

ceftfully forwards, and to ta 

off, and proceed without them, 
miracle, if like Pharaoh's charic 
that drive them, — ■ - - drive them 
along. 
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tefides', if a man is not finceyply iaf, 
ted to reform his faults, — 'tis not like** 

le fhould be inclined to fee them, * 

will all the weekly preparatipr}* ; tihat 
r were wrote, bring him aparer the. 
fit > — fa that wkh how ferioup a face 
per he begins to examine, .^i 1 he m* 
gerdoes the office of an enquirer,^ — * 
: an apologift, whofe bufinefs is not to 

xh for truth but flytfirily tp 

e k. — — So long — therefore, as this 
-engagement lafls betwixt the man 

l his old habits, there is little 

flpedt of proving his works to any 
>d purpofe — of whatever kind they 
, with fo ftrong an intereft and power 

their fide. As in other trials, foini 

s, 'tis no wonder, if the evidence 19 
zzled and confounded, and thefeveral 
Is and circumftances fo twitted from 

thc» 
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the temple, — ho fooner law the pi 

Item, but that moment, he formeilf 

idea to himfclf of all the vices and cd 

ruptioris that could poffibly enter M 

the man's chara&er,— <-and withgtt 

dexterity ftated all his own virtues! 

good qualities over-againft them. I 

abftinenoe and frequent falling, — en 

nefs in the debts and ceremonies of 

law; not ballancing the account as 

ought to have done, in this manner 

"What ! though this man is a pub! 

and a (inner, have not I my vice 

well as he? *Tis trtle, his part« 

office expofes him to many tfcrr 

tions of committing extortion and ii 

tice; — but then — am not I a devour* 

widows houfes, and guilty of one oi 

moft cruel inftances of the fame crii 

He poffibly i* a propftanc perfofi, 
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(pay ice religion at nought;--^ do not 
t ifiyfeif for a pretence make long pray* 
eri> *o4 bring the greateft of *U fcaodala 
upon religion, by making it the <;loak 
to my ambitipus and worldly : views ?-*• 
Jf he, Jaftly, is debauched and interope* 
tftc — am not I confeious of as corrupt 
and wanton difpofitions * and that a fair 
md guarded outfide is my beft pretence 
to the oppofite chara&er ? 

If a man will examine his works by a 
■Comparative view of them with others ;— 
thjjB, np doubt, would be the fairer way, 
as*d> leaft. likely to miflead him.— But 
*s this is feldom the method this trial is 
gone through*— in fa£t it gently turns 
OMt to be as treachererous: and die)ufive 
tb.uhe man hitpfelf, — r-as it is„vpp#pdid 
fa the man, whft.ia 4r?gg^ jiftto the 
r- Vol. it M com- 
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companion ; and whoever judges c 
felf by this rule, — fo lopg as th« 
(carcity of vicious characters in the 
—'tis to be feared, he will often t 
occafions of triumph and rejoicin; 
where io truth he ought rathe 
ferry and alhatned. 

A thkd error in the manner of 
our works, is .what we are gi 
when we leave out of the calcul 
only material parts of them ; — I c 
motives and firft principles fronr. 
they proceeded. There is mai 
inftance of generality, chaftity, 
denial 9 which the world may giv 
the credit of, — which If he wot 
himfelf the leifure to refleft uj 
trace back to their firft fprin 
would be confeious, proceeded fr 



jws and intentions, as if known would 
t'bc to his honotfr.—^The truth of 
is way be made evident by a thefofand 

iariees in life*, -and yet Sphere is 

thing more ufual than for 3 man when 
is going upon this duty of felf-e&ami* 
tion, — inftead of calling his qwit ways 
Remembrance, — to clofe the whole en- 
fry at once, withdhislhort challenge ;— * 
Wb/ be defies the world to\fa) ill of btrh* 
*he world ha$ no cxpreft e^dence, 
* indeed may be £rt argument of his 
Hd- luck; but iio fatisfa&ory one* of 
•real gqctdneis and innocepce of his life.' 
A man may be a vety bad man,— and J 
r through caution, — through deep-laid 
Bey and defign friay fo guard afl out- 
trd appearances, as never to want this * 
jjative teftiraoiiy ort his fide; — &at 
r wrid hmoli'm rt>tt cf bim, — how 
■'»-■. Ma little 



•A fourth error in tw '* 
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creatures are infnared in the RomiQi 
"tiiurch by her doArines of aufifcrilar con- 
^feffibft, of works of fuperefogteion, and 
$&c many lucrative pra&ices raifed upon 
that capital ftock. — The trade- of whieli 
" fe carried to fuch a height in PopHh coun- 
"Aits, that if you was at Rome or Naples 
"ifidw, and was difpofed in compliance 
"Irfoh the apoftle's exhortation in the text,; 
c to'ifet about this duty, to prove your won 

2 fy&k$, 'tis great odds whether you 

*. \&uld be fuffered to do it yourfelf, with- 

' out interruption ; and you might be fiid 

°%' hkve efcaped well, if the' firft perfon 

ybu cbnfulted upon it did not talk ydu 

out of your refolution, and poffiWy yotir 

fenfes too at the fame time. Prove 

'yotir Works P - 1 — -* for heaven'-s fake, 

"dfefift from fo fad an undertaking, — ^ 

' Vhat ! — tfuft your own (kill and judg- 
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nient m A matter of fo much diffieuty 
and importaoce — — when there are fit: 
many whofe bufineft it is, •—who under*? 
ftand it Jb well, and who can do it for yon 
with fo much fefety and advantage. 

If your works mull be proved, you 
would be adyifed by all means to fend ■? 
them to undergo this operation «k^. 
fame one who knows what he is about,, - 
either fome expert or noted conicflbr 
of the church, — of to fome convent, or 
religions fdciety, who are in poffefiion 
of a large flock of good works of all 
kinds, wrought up by faints and conftf- 
fors, where you may fuit yourfelf — and 
either get the dcfe&s of your own fup- 
plied, — or be accommodated with new 
ones ready proved to your hands, fealed, 
and certified to be fo, by the Pope's com- 

miffary 
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mHferyand the notaries of his ccdefiaftic - 
court. There needs little more to< lay 
op^n this fatal error,— thtn barely to re* 
pre&ntic So 1 ihall only add a (hort re?* - 
mark,— that they who are perfuaded to 
be thus virtuous by proxy, and will prove 
thegoodnefs of their works only by dtv- 
pufcies,— will have no reafon to coffiplaia 
agiinft God's juftice, — if he fuffcrs them 
to go to heaven, only in the faire ma*- 
nery^hat is f — by deputies too* 

TKfe Uft miftakc which I (hall have 
time to mention, is that which the Me- 
thodifts have revived, for 'tis no new er- 
ror— but one which has milled thoufanda 
before thefe days wherever enthufiafnu 

had got footing, and that is t ■ • ■ ■■■■> ■ 

the attempting to prove their works, by 

that very argument which is the greateft 

M 4 proof 
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€: paif 6f ttiefr weaktwft ted tftfp*rftkfeh ; 
ri ; i-liritfih tnaVextraodlHa^ittiptilfctod 
5 lntercdur!e' frfth tne Spittt oPG6r#Mch 
iL they pfetettlto, and wTldfi?ic^*Kitfnar(if 
sH Vba"tftifl:them) are & ftiHRbfy feft ftitffeir 
: 'hearts krtdTGuls, aste render if owetfall 
^],'.bther > jftx*>fe" ■of their "works needfefsP 1 to 
~ ;1 ^mfclves. ^Thfe,' I'ttVifc; is one ofthe 
mbft forhrh2ry ways 6f pWceeding in^his 
* : dutyoffdf-e'fcaminatWrti ^ as ftprbVes 
'' a 'man's <n>rka in the jgrofs* h fevcfrftim 
'""" iiworld of fober thought and inqolryaf- 
;v ' 'ter* many* vexatious particulars. » « 

Oi ,-."•;■■.. !: : : :: a, . ..',... . . . .,_> ,-. ■ 

I. -) • 

,i>j 'Indted if the prcmifes were true; — 
c ' w thfc ihftttnce is direft. For when a man 

• dreams of chefe inward workings and 

wakes with the impreffion of them ftrong 
' l typoU his brain ; 'tis not ftrange, he Ihould 
&ii ttok: himfejf a chofep veflel, — - fandti- 



,1 d&ed wUhin ao<J ftalcd up unto the,pcffe& 
JbrtfJay of redemption ; and lb loo g. as fuch 
ri^onc \% led captive by thi? qroryrTthfre 
^Ujiiothing in nature to induce him to this 
ifoduty of examining his own works in the 

Hr fcnfe of the prophet : for however 

i bad they are > —-^fo long a5 his credfiJity 
sr/find enthufiafm equal them, 'tis impoffi- 
sh'ble they (hould difturb hi* <;onfcience or 
^frighten him into a reformation. Theft 
m are lome of the unhappy raiftakes in the 
/many methods this work is fet abpufe— 
which in a great meafure rob us of.the 

fruits we expedted and (fometimes fo 

- entirely blaft them, that we are neither 
. the better or wifer for all the pains we 
» have taken. 

There are many other falfe fteps, 

which lead us the fame way, but the 

delineation 
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delineation of thefe however may fern 
prefent, not only as (b many land-mar 
to guard us from this dangerous ca 

which I have defcribed, but to direft 
likewife into that fafe one, where we c 
only expeft the reward thegofpeJ promiJJ 
For, if according to the firft rccit 
caufes.a man fails in examining his wot 
from a difinclination to reform them, » 
from partiality of comparifons t —-fro 
flattery to his own motives, and a va 
dependence upon the opinion of t 

world, the conclufion is unavoi 

able, that he mud fearch for t 

qualities the molt oppofite to thefe f 

his conductors. And if he hopes 

difcharge this work fo as to have a 

vantage from it, that he muft fet c 

upon the principles of an honeft hes 
willing to reform itfeif, and attach 
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prkfeipaHy to that obj}e&, without rtgard 
to th« fpiHtual condition of others, or the 
cnifgttided opinions which the world may 
hare<rf himfelf. 

< 

That lor this end^-— he niuft call fats 
owri ways to rttocmbtanfce, and fearch 
bill his fpirJt,— ^-firarch his anions with 
the-ftmft critical exa&nefs and fatne pier* 
cihg cfurkifityi tte are wont to fit in 

judgment upon others ; - varnifhing 

ndthirig— — arid difguifing nothing. If 
he proceeds thus, and in every relatioif 
of life, takds a full view of himfelf with* 

out prejudice* traces his aftibns to 

their principles without ttiercy, and looks 
into the dark corners and receffes of his 
heart without fear— —arid upon fuch ah 

enquiry he adts confiftent with his 

yiew in it, by reforming his errors, fepa- 
1 rating 
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rating the drofs and purifying the whole 

mafs with repentance; this will bid 

fair for examining a man's works in the 
apoftle's fenfe : — and whoever difcharges 
the duty thus — with a view to fcripture, 

which is the rule in this cafe and to 

rcafon, which is the applicr of this rule in 
all cafes ■ ■ need not fear but he will 
have ^rhat the pfophet c^fe rgoidng in 
bimftlf, and that he will lay the founda- 
tion of his peace and comfort where it 
tf*^it to lay 4^— that iij wkh&Kjfr$lf 
•— in the teftimony of a gopd confeience, 
and the joyful expectation that, having 
done his utmoft to examine his own works 
here, God will accept them hereafter 
through the . merits of Chrift, which 
God grant* Amen, 
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JQB's Expoftulation with 
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Job ii, io. 

hat ! — — — flail we receive good at tht 
JtandofGedi and flail we not ncrivt 
*vil alfo? 

rHESE are the words of Job ut- 
tered in the xjepth of his misfor- 
nes, by way of reproof jtp his wife, jfer 
e counfel we find fhe had given him in 
c foregoing verfe •, namely, not to re- 
in his integrity any longer, ■■ ■■ ■ ■ ■ but to 
*fi God and die. Though it is not very 
rident, what was particularly meant 
Dd implied in the words •— • u Curfe 
iod and die,*'— ~yet it is certain from 
ob's reply to them, that they dire&ed 
im to fomeftep, which was ra&and 

unwar- 
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unwarrantable, and probably, as if fa 
generally explained, meant that he flioirfd 
openly Call God's juftrce to an account, 
and by a blafphcmousaccufation of it, 
provoke God to deftroy his being: as if 
fee had -faid*-— After fc many {ad things 
which have befallen thee, ndtwithftand- 
ing thy integrity, what gaincft thou by 
iervingGoD, feeing he bears tKusliard 
.upon thee, as though thou waft his ene- 
my? — ought fo faithful a fervant** 
thou hail been, to receive fo much uA* 
kind treatment at his hands i ——and 

tamely to fubmit to it? patiently to 

fuftain the evils he has brought upon thy 
rhoufe, and neither murmur with thy lips 
•nor charge him with injuflke 1 — bear 
it not thus v— and as thy piety could not 
«t firft proted thee from fuch misfor- 
tunes, — nor thy behaviour under diem 

could 
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could fincc move God to cake pity 
en thee;— change thy coadu& towfeds 
him, — : boldly expostulate with him,— • 
upbraid him openly with unkindnefs,--* 
.call his juftice and providence co an 
account for opprcfling thee in fo un-» 
xlderved a manner, and get that benefit 
by provoking him,, which thou haft not 

. been able to obtain by ferving him 

io die at once by his hands, and be 
..freed at leaft, from the greater mifery 
of a lingering, and a more tormenting 
;death. 

On the other hand, fotne interpreters 

tselis us, that the word curfe % in the 

original, is equivocal, and does more 
literally fignify here, to blefc than to 
.blafpheme, and consequently that the 

Vol.IL N .whole 
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whole, is r^ber to be considered as a fcfcii 
cafticalfc9ff« Jpb^pi^yr-rAs if j^Wk 
b$en frid }-*Ga ^^Wsfs Gpd, * — -a#Jf 
die* — fT-fi^cc thou art & ready to pra#tt 
him in troubles a$ thou h^ft done, go. o^il 
in thy owe w*y* and fee hew God w i 
reward thee, by a miferable death whicW 
thou canft not avoid* 

-. . \ : |7 : ■? . ■ :■;:-■ "■■■■• m.O 

Witl>ou!t difputing the merit of thefeo 
two interpretations, it may not fcem ai^rS 
improbable conjedure, ^hat tiie wordlbq 
imply fomething ftill different from ivhrtld 
is expreflfed in either of them, ——* and* 
inftead, of fuppofing them as an indeed 
ment to blaTpheme God, — which w^ud 
madnefsTr~rror that they were intended ^ 
as an infijit* which wa$ unnatural i -r^-^ni 
that hex advice to curf^Gqd and ; die„r 
was .meant; here^t ha; he Jhould refoly^; 
. * upon 
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up&a * voluntary 1 death himfdF, which^ 
wtean a& not ortly ijr his own^ftef, but 
wrfcte'carried fothe Appearance of "4 Vernedy 
w^it, and prom ifed, at leaft at firft 
fight, (bme refpite f r om pain, as it would ' 
put An end, both to his life ind his mis- 
fortunes together. 

One may fuppofe that with all the 
oofitefcfch fcftd tiffe&ioh which was hatbral, 
(htf *beheld her lord affiled b&th with 
pcftfttty and ficknefs ;— i— by one fuddea * 
bl*tf brought down from his pdicc ttf 
th&dynghil — —In one mournful d*y ? 
{hef*vr, that not on fy the fortunes of his 
hotffe Were blafted,4xitlikewife the hope* 
pfs Ms poftfcrity cut off for tvtt by 
the untimely lofs of his children;*^— -■' 
Sh#-lcriew he-was a virtuoui and an 
uprightlatti) and deferveda better fate % x 
N a her 
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•--^fpffchcart bled the more for bini^r 

tkft iaw, the profpedt before him w^ 

dreadfulj-^r^-that there appeared no j«t 

lifyle means, which could retrieve the 

&4 fiftWtioa of his affairs, — that death, 

th^laft— — the fureft friend to the unfbr- 

tunate, could only let him free j— and that 

it was better to refolve upon that at once, 

than vainly endeavour to wade through 

Juch a fea of troubles, which in the end 

Would overwhelm him, — We mayTujj* 

,pofe her fpirits linking under thofe apprc* 

kenfions* when fhe began to* look upon 

his conftancy as a fruitless virtue, and 

from that pcrfuafion, to have fakl unto 

Km,— Curie God, -—depend no longer 

upon him, nor wait the HTues of hi* 

providence which has already forfaken 

thee j- — ^as there is no help from that 

quarter,— refolve to extricate thyfdf-4- 

4 - and 
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ami fince thou bail met with no juftitif }h 
EEis world, —leave it, —die — -atftf force 
(&y paflage into a better country; %her€ 
r&wfof tunes cannot follow thee. ■•■ x ■* 

>'■ ■■-••' ,■.".' M 

'"Whether this paraphrafe i&rpfi* tH* 
wprds is juft, of the former ti&fcrpfl£ 
Nations be adrhitted,-^-— the rtjriy 4ft thfe 
Efext is equally proper j — What l ^ - > lhaH 
#e receive good at the hands of Go$ 
and. ihall we riot receive evil Slfo? Aik 
riot both alike the difpenfations itf irii 
all-Wife and good Being, who knoWs 
*n<J determines what is beftf and where- 
fore (hould I make myfelf the judge!, 
to receive the one, and yet be fo parti*! 
as to rejeft the other, when by fyitfy 
gutting both into the fcale, I may be 
convinced how much the good outweighs 
toe evil in all cafes? in my own, corf- 
; "" : / N* ■"• '•--< fider 
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- r fidir how fixong this argument is agrirtft 
me. 



In the beginning of my days, howled 
God crown me with honour? In how re- 
4rtarkabl£ a manned didhls Jtfovidenee fet 
' a hedge £bout me, ahd about all that I 
'had oh every fide ? '—> how he profpertd 
J the works of rhy hands,' ib that out fiib- 
ttaftcearid happincfe increafed everyday? 

And ritow, when for reafons beftktibfon 

to his irtfthite wifdom, he has thought 

•fit to try me with affiiftions^-^*— ■ fliiafl I 

* rebel a^ainft him in finning wirfi : my 
lips!, ancji charging him foolifhly ?-^Gt>d 
forbid. O rather may I look up tt>- 

; wardsthat hand which hasbruifed mcf,-r. 

' ; for he Jtiakbth fore and he bindeth up;^- 
he wbuhdeth and hU hands make whofe; 

"•■'•■' " : . - ! J ftbm 



^few> h i s kour^y pnjyiias i%sMH Ifradt 
' from Jlis wifdom— all I have loft, f<v.,he 
giveth and he hath taken away,-r-bleffed 
^iwsname. 



-■y 



^i -There are few inftances of p^rtipular 
I ^irtue more engaging than thofe.of this 
^Jheroic caft; and if we may take the tefti- 
Kmf gfpny of a heathen philofopher upon it, 
-. ^ereis not an object in this world which 
God can be fuppofed to look down upon 
^ $fitk greater pleafure, than that of a good 
iflB*3# involved in misfortunes, fur rounded 

* of^^aill fides with difficulties, — yet chear- 
c ^xjlly bearing up his head, and ft niggling 

• ^^gainftthem with firmnefs and conftancy 

pf mind. — Certainly to oyr conceptions 
fuchobje&s muft be truly engaging,— and 
the reafon of fp exalted an encomium 
ijrom this hand, is eafily.to be gueflfed : np 
j r ^9pbt the wifeft of the heathen philo- 
N 4 fophpra 



tt *"><b° liftoff ** <*ft„ 

DhfT r ° m *• men. ** «** 

u 't to be atchie v ~i * fo »nd fe 

"^ which tAe tc a,n th * g*« 
fo « 'tis oTr P ° n Jt ** &r ** ° Uf 
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i aptiquity have*xh*ufted fp mucji of their. 
; ^Jequence, or where they have fpcpt fucfe 
( time and paim, as in this of endeavour 
iiig to reconcile m<en to thefe .eyijs. , Iru 
fomuch, that from thence in xnoft mo- 
dern languages, the patien^. enduring 
of affii&ton haa by degrees obtained the 
name of philofophy, and almoft mono- 
polized the word to itfelf, as if it was the 
chief end or compendium of all the 
wiidom which philofophy had to offer. 
And indeed cpnfidering what lights they 
had, fome of them wrote extremely welh 
yet, as what they faid proceeded mote 
from the head than the heart, 'twas 
generally more calculated to filence a 
man in his troubles, than to convince, 
and teach him how to bear them. And 
therefore however fubtle and ingenious 
their arguments might appear in the 
: reading, 
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reading,, 'tis to be feared they loft much 
of their efficacy, when tried ia the appli- 
cation, it a man was thruft back 4n 
the world by difappointments, o r - ■ ■ » 4t 

was Job's cafe had fufiered a fadden 

change in his fortunes, from an affluent 
condition was brought down by a train 
of cruel accidents, and pinched with po- 
verty, — philofophy would come in, aud 
exhort him to ftand his ground y -— it 
would tell him that the fame greatnefi 
and (Irength of mind, which enabled 
him to behave well in the days of his 
profperity, fliould equally enable him to 
behave well in the days of his adverfity; 
*— that it was the property of only weak 
and bafe fpirits, who were infolent in the 
one, to be deje&ed and overthrown by 
the other; whereas great and generous 
fouls were at all times calm and equal,--* 

As 



qftrthfy ehj6jred the advinta^ttHjfe 
with indiflfetieftce, l — *- they tffre aBfe^ft) 
liefign th^hi With the feme tefcper^irid 
^onfequentlf^-^wene out of the WOctf ttf 
fortune. Aft which, however* fini, iiftl 
likely to fatisfy the fancy of at tr&h & 
eafe, could convey but little cdhfbiatloh 
to a heart already pierced with forrow, 
***-nor is it to be conceived hbw an tinfbN 
■tunate creature fliould any more receftfe 
*elief from fach a le&ure, however juff, 
than a man racked with an acute fit tff 
the gout or (tone, could be fuppofed'tb 
be fet free from torture, by hearirtjj 
from his phyfician a nice diflertation tiff* 
on his cafe. The philofophic confec- 
tions in ficknefi, on in affliftions for the 
death of friends and kindred, were juft 
as efficacious, — and were rather in gev 
peral to be confidered as good ftyfag* 

than 
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ijian good remedies. So that, if? 

man wa? bereaved of a promifing child, 
)n whom all his hopes and expectation* 
centered « — or a wife was left jieftitute to 
mpurn the lofs and protection of a kind 
and tender hufband,' Senega or Epi&etus 
wpuld tell the pen five parent and difcon- 
folate widow, — that tears and lamenta- 
tion for the dead were fruitlefs and ab- 
surd;— — that to die, was the neceflary 

and unavoidable debt of nature* and 

%!s it could admit of no remedy — 'twas 
impious and fooliih to grieve and fret 
tbemfeives upon it. Upon fuch fagc 
couniel, as well as many other leffons 
of the fame ftamp, the fame reflexion 
might be applied, which is faid to have 
been made by one of the Roman empe- 
rors, to one who. adminiftered the famifc 
confolations to him on a like occafion— 

to 



/- 1 ■ ■ i < /? *i 
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to whom advifing him to be <»mfortcd ? 
and make himfelf eafy, fince ttie event 
had been brought about by a fatality and 

could not be helped— he replied^ ■ " • 

u That this was fo far from lefrening nt* 

trouble that it was the very circum- 

ftance which occafioned' it.** po tliat 

upon the whole when the true value 

of thefe, and many more of their cur- 
rent arguments have been weighed ana 
Brought to the teft— one is led to dou1b£ 
whether the greateft part of their heroes, 
the mod renowned for constancy, ^ere 
not much more indebted to good qerve* 
and fpirits, or the natural happy fraqie 
of their tempers, for behaving well, that* 
to any extraordinary helps, which tftey 
could be fuppofed to receive from their 
inftrudtors . And therefore I fhould maker 
no fcruple to affert, that one fuch in- 

fiance 
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ftance of patience and re/igaatjon as I 
which the fcripture gives us in the; 
fon of Job, not of one meft pompoufly 
claiming. upon the contempt of pain 
poverty, but of a man funk .in the lo\ 
condition of humanity, to behold 1 
when ftripped of his eftate,~*-rhi$ wea 

his friends, his children cheacf 

holding up his head, and entertain 
his hard fortune with firmnefs and 

renity, and this, not from a fto 

ftupidity, but a juft fenfe of God's p 
vid^nce, and a perfuaGon of his jufl 
and goodnefs in all his dealings. — 
Such an example, I fay, as this, is 
more univerfal ufe, fpeaks truer to i 
heart, than all the heroic precepts, wh 
thq pedantry of philofophy have 
offer. 
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This leadi*tt#fcd tK^pbiiiti't^im £i m" : 
thirdifcouffei^-^iiim^itMt tfttr^stic " 
no pridciplesb^ethoTc of ■ ttHgif)^ t r 1&. >, 
depended oh in etffea df real ffiftfefi;" ancT 
that thefe are ableto encourttieHhd Ubrtfc * 
emergencies v and to'betr to' up 7 under 1 all 
the changes and chances to tokifch "our lite v 

is^bjea; ■■ --■*■•■ ^ < <:lv7i " ri1 

. . , . .;.-. . • ■. :■ ■■ i :'i ; . s 1 *" a'-'-- ,,i; ; 

Gonfider theri what virtue! tKe^fiirffc :i 
principte of religion his, arHThow Won- 
derfully it te conducive to' thk criA .' 
That Sherfc is a God, a pdwerfii)^ a wife 1 " 
and good being* who firft niadtf the wdrld 
and continues to govern it ; ~*by whoife 
goodnefs all- thirtgs are defigftecl — axicl 
by wHofe providence all things are con- 
duced to bring about thfe gVeateft and, 
beftends. The forrowful and penfive 
wretch that was giving way to his misfor- 
tunes, 
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tunes, and mournfully finking under them, 
the moment this do&rine comes in to his 

aid, hufhes all hie complaints —and 

thus ipcaks comfort to his foul,——*' It 
is the Lord, let him do what (eemeth 
him good,«<— without his dire&ton I know 
that no evil can befal me, — without his 
permiflion that no power can hf>tf me,**- 
it is^impoffible a being fo wife fhould mi- 
ftake my happinefs —of that * being fo 
good fhould contradict it. If he has de- 
nied me riches or other advantages,— per- 
haps he forefees the gratifying aiy wifhes 
would undo me, and by my owi abufe of 
them be perverted to nay ruin. ~— If he 
has denied me the requeft of children* mm 
or in his providence has thought fit to 
take them from me — how can I fay — 
whether he has not dealt kindly with me, 
and only taken that away which be fore 

faw 
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faw would imbittcr and fliorten my days* 
—It does fo to thoufands, where the diA 
obedience of a thanklefs child has brought 
down the parents grey hairs with forrow 
to the grave. Has he vifited me with fick- 
nefs, poverty, or other difappointments ? 
—-can I fay, but thefe are bleflings in difr 
guife ? — fo many different cxprcfllons of 
bis care and concern to difiritangle my 
thoughts from this world, and fix them 
upon another,— another, a tetter world 
beyond this!" — This thought- opens a 
new fcene of hope and confolation to the 
unfortunate ; — and as the perfuafion of a 
providence. reconciles him to the evils he 
has fuffered,— — this prolped of a future 
life gives him ftrength todefpife them, 
and efteem the light affli&ions of his life 
as they are— not worthy to be compared 
to what is referved for him hereafter. 
Vol. II O Thingl 
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. Things aw great or final) by eompa* 

rifon and he who looks no farther 

than this world, and ballances the ac- 
counts of hit joy* aod fiiflferings from 
that confideratFon, find* all his ferrows 
enlarged, and at theclofc of them will 
be apt *9 look bach, and caft the feme 
fad reflection upon the whole, which 
the patriarch did to Pharaoh, — • <c That 
few and evil had been the days of his 
pilgrimage * But let him lift up his 
eyes towards heaven, and fted&ftly be- 
hold the life and immortality of a fu- 
ture ftate, — — he then wipes away alt 
tears from off his eyes for ever and 
ever; -~^ like the exiled captive, big 
with the hopes th*t he -is returning 
ham0>— — he feels not the weight of' his 
chains, or counts the days of his captivi- 
ty; but looks forward with rapture to* 

wards 



SERMON XV. an 

wards the country where hi* heart is Hcd 
before. 

. ■•- ■> 

Thefe are the aids which religion <0&rs 
us towards the regulating of oOr fpirk 
under the evils of life* -~ but like great 

cordials,- they are feldom u&d butoa 

great occurrence** — In the leffer evilfc 
of life we feem to ftJtnd urtguatded~-— 
and our peace and contentment are over- 
thrown, and our happinefe brbke in upo» 
by a Kttle impatience of fpirit, under tha 
crofs and untoward accidents we meed 
with. '■ ■ Thefe Hand unprdtf ided for* 
and we negleft them as we do the (lighter 

indifpofitions of the body which wc 

think not worth treating ferioufly — and 
fo leave them to nature. In good habks 

of the body, this roiay do» and I 

would gladly belie v£* there are fuch 
O % good 



ti2 SERMON XV. 

good habits of the temper* — fuch a < 
plextonal eafe and health of heart, as 
often fave the patient much medit 

— Wc are ftill to confider that h 

ever fuch good frames of mind are 
— thpy are worth preferving by all rul 
—patience and contentment, — whit 
like the treafure hid in the field forwhic 
a man fold all he had to purchafe — is c 
that price that it cannot be had at to 
great a purchafe, fince without it, the 
bell condition in life cannot make us 
happy, ■■ ■ ■ ! and with it, it is impoffible 
we fhould be miferabie even in the worft. 
«— Give me leave therefore tQ clofc this 
difcourfe with fome reflections upon the 

fubjedt of a contented mind and the 

duty in man of regulating his fpirit, in 
our way through life; a fubjeft in 

every body's mouth ~— preached upon 

daily 



C 
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daily to our friends and kindred- — r-rbut 
too oft in fuch a ftyle, as to convince the 
party leftured, only of this truth j — that 
we bear the misfortunes of others with 
excellent tranquillity. 

I believe there are thoufands fo extra- 
vagant in their ideas of contentment, a$ 
to imagine that it mull confift in having 
every thing in this world turn put. the 
way they wifh — that they are to fit down 
in happinefs, and feel thernfelves So at 
eafe at all points, as to defire nothing 
better and nothing more, I own there 
are inftances of fome, who feem to pafs 
through the world, as if all their paths 
had been ftrewed with rofe buds of de- 
light; — but a little experience will con- 
vince us, 'tis a fatal expectation to go 
V»pon,^ We are born to trouble •> and 
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we may depend upon it whilft we live 
in this world we fhall have it, though 
with intermiffions — that is, in whatever 
ftate we are, we (hall find a mixture of 
good and evil; and therefore the true 
way to contentment, is to know to receive 
thefc certain viciflkudes of iife, — the re- 
turns of good and evil, fo as neither to 
be exalted by the one, or overthrown by 
the other, but to bear ourfelves towards 
every thing which happens with fuch eafe 
and indifference of mind, as to hazard as 
little as may be. This is the true tem- 
perate climate fitted for us by nature, and 
in which every wife man would wifh to 
live. - God knows, we are perpetually 
ftraying out of it, and by giving wings 
to our imaginations in the tranfports we 
dream of, from fuch or fuch a fituation 
in life, we are carried away alternately 

into 
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into all the extremes of hot and cold, for 
which as we are neither fitted by nature/ 
or prepared by expedition, we feel them 
with all their violence, and with all their 
danger too* 

God, for wife reafons, has made our 
affairs in this world, almoft as fickle and' 
capricious as ourfelves— -Pain and plea- 
fure, like light and darknefs, fucceed each 
other; and he that knows how to accom- 
modate himielf to their periodical re- 
turns, and can wifely extraft the good 
from the evil — knows only how to live; 

this is true contentment, at leaft all 

that is to be had of it in this world, and 
for this every man muft be indebted not 
to his fortune but to himfeif. — And in- 
deed it would have been- ftrange, if & du- 
ty fo becoming us as independent crea- 
3 tures 
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tares — and fo neceflary bcfides to all o 
well beings, had been placed out of tl 
reach of any in fome meafure to puti 

pra&ice and for this reafon, there h 

fcarce any lot fo low, but there is fome- 
thing in it to fatisfy the man whom it has 
befallen-, providence having fo ordered 
things, that in every man's cup, how bit- 
ter foever, there are fome cordial drops 

fome good circumftances, which if 

wifely exra&ed are fufficient for the pur- 

pofehe wants them,' that is, to make 

him contented, and if not happy, at leaft 
refigned. May God blefs us all with 
this fpirit, for the fake of Jefus Chrift. 
Amen 



THE END* 
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